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In Why Fiction?—one of the most important works of narrative theory to come out of France in recent
years—Jean-Marie Schaeffer understands fiction not as a literary genre but, in contrast to all other literary
theorists, as a genre of life. The result is arguably the first systematic refutation of Plato’s polemic against
fiction and a persuasive argument for regarding fiction as having a cognitive function.
 
For Schaeffer fiction includes not only narrative fiction but also children’s games, videos, film, drama,
certain kinds of painting, opera—in short, all the intentional structures arising from shared imaginative
reality. Because video games and cyber-technologies are the new sites of entry for many children into such
an imagined universe, studying these cyber-fictions has become integral to our understanding of fiction.
Through these avenues, Schaeffer also explores the foundations of mimeticism in order to explain the
important effect fiction has on human beings. His work thus establishes fiction as a universal aspect of
human culture and offers a profound and resounding answer to the question: Why fiction?
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Perdue:

The book Why Fiction? (Stages) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So
why must we leave a very important thing like a book Why Fiction? (Stages)? A few of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you could give
for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Why Fiction? (Stages) has simple shape nevertheless,
you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Norman Fuentes:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer is usually Why Fiction? (Stages) why because the great cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is fantastic
as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

John Jeanbaptiste:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be study. Why Fiction? (Stages) can be your answer since it can be read by you
who have those short free time problems.

Cheryl Saldana:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Why Fiction? (Stages) was filled concerning science. Spend your
extra time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has several feel when they
reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication.
In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.
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