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Americans imagined tea as central to their revolution. After years of colonial boycotts against the
commodity, the Sons of Liberty kindled the fire of independence when they dumped tea in the Boston harbor
in 1773. To reject tea as a consumer item and symbol of "taxation without representation" was to reject Great
Britain as master of the American economy and government. But tea played a longer and far more
complicated role in American economic history than the events at Boston suggest.

In The Trouble with Tea, historian Jane T. Merritt explores tea as a central component of eighteenth-century
global trade and probes its connections to the politics of consumption. Arguing that tea caused trouble over
the course of the eighteenth century in a number of different ways, Merritt traces the multifaceted impact of
that luxury item on British imperial policy, colonial politics, and the financial structure of merchant
companies. Merritt challenges the assumption among economic historians that consumer demand drove
merchants to provide an ever-increasing supply of goods, thus sparking a consumer revolution in the early
eighteenth century.

The Trouble with Tea reveals a surprising truth: that concerns about the British political economy, coupled
with the corporate machinations of the East India Company, brought an abundance of tea to Britain, causing
the company to target North America as a potential market for surplus tea. American consumers only slowly
habituated themselves to the beverage, aided by clever marketing and the availability of Caribbean sugar.
Indeed, the "revolution" in consumer activity that followed came not from a proliferation of goods, but
because the meaning of these goods changed. By the 1750s, British subjects at home and in America
increasingly purchased and consumed tea on a daily basis; once thought a luxury, tea had become a
necessity. This fascinating look at the unpredictable path of a single commodity will change the way readers
look at both tea and the emergence of America.
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Robertson:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world. Next
to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A book The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of
Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global Economy (Studies in Early American Economy and Society
from the Library Company of Philadelphia) will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book
make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to
find best book or ideal book with you?

Juan Reynolds:

This The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global Economy
(Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) tend to be
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Trouble with Tea: The
Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global Economy (Studies in Early American Economy
and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) can be one of the great books you must have is
giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you actually with information that possibly will
shock your before knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this The Trouble with Tea:
The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global Economy (Studies in Early American
Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) giving you an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and revel in reading.

Willie Dreher:

This book untitled The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global
Economy (Studies in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) to
be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-book you can
get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or you can order it via
online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Vincent Espinoza:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news.



On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the The Trouble with Tea: The Politics of Consumption in the Eighteenth-Century Global Economy (Studies
in Early American Economy and Society from the Library Company of Philadelphia) when you essential it?
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