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From the late nineteenth century until World War I, a group of Columbia University students gathered under
the mentorship of the renowned historian William Archibald Dunning (1857--1922). Known as the Dunning
School, these students wrote the first generation of state studies on the Reconstruction -- volumes that
generally sympathized with white southerners, interpreted radical Reconstruction as a mean-spirited
usurpation of federal power, and cast the Republican Party as a coalition of carpetbaggers, freedmen,
scalawags, and former Unionists.

Edited by the award-winning historian John David Smith and J. Vincent Lowery, The Dunning School
focuses on this controversial group of historians and its scholarly output. Despite their methodological
limitations and racial bias, the Dunning historians' writings prefigured the sources and questions that later
historians of the Reconstruction would utilize and address. Many of their pioneering dissertations remain
important to ongoing debates on the broad meaning of the Civil War and Reconstruction and the evolution of
American historical scholarship.

This groundbreaking collection of original essays offers a fair and critical assessment of the Dunning School
that focuses on the group's purpose, the strengths and weaknesses of its constituents, and its legacy. Squaring
the past with the present, this important book also explores the evolution of historical interpretations over
time and illuminates the ways in which contemporary political, racial, and social questions shape historical
analyses.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bauer:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its include may doesn't
work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside look likes. Maybe you answer could be The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of
Reconstruction why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint
you. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.

Cora Spillane:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Dunning School: Historians,
Race, and the Meaning of Reconstruction is simple to deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Phillip Hicks:

With this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is definitely The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and the Meaning of
Reconstruction. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Willie Bergeron:

Some people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and
the Meaning of Reconstruction to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for
you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the guide The Dunning School: Historians, Race, and
the Meaning of Reconstruction can to be your brand-new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of the time.
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