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In 1626, a young man named Fei Shangyou moved his family to Menghe, a small town in the Yangzi delta of
China. According to family legend, he abandoned his career as a scholar and began working as a physician.
In doing so, he founded a medical lineage that continues to the present day. This book describes the
development, flourishing, and decline of this lineage and its many branches, as well as that of the other
medical lineages and families with which it merged over time to form the current of Menghe learning
(Menghe xuepai). This current and its offshoots produced some of the most influential physicians in the
Chinese medical tradition during the 19th and 20th centuries. Menghe physicians, their disciples and students
treated emperors, imperial mandarins, Nationalist Party generals, leading figures in the Communist Party,
affluent businessmen, and influential artists. In late imperial China, Menghe medicine was a self-conscious
attempt to unite diverse strands of medical learning into one integrated tradition centered on ancient
principles of practice. In Republican Shanghai, Menghe physicians and their students were at the forefront of
medical modernization, establishing schools, professional associations, and journals that became models for
others to follow. During the 1950s and 1960s, the heirs of Menghe medicine were key players in creating the
institutional framework for contemporary Chinese medicine. Their students are now practicing all over the
world, shaping Chinese medicine in Los Angeles, New York, Oxford, Mallorca, and Berlin. The history of
the Menghe current is relevant to anyone interested in the development of Chinese medicine in late imperial
and modern China. This book traces Chinese medical history along the currents created by generations of
physicians linked to each other by a shared heritage of learning, by descent and kinship, by sentiments of
native place as well as nationalist fervor, by personal rivalries and economic competition, by the struggle for
the survival of tradition and glorious visions of a new global medicine. On the level of both theory and
practice, this history marks a departure from the focus on texts and ideas that has dominated Western
engagement with Chinese medicine to date. Its goal is to locate medicine within the concrete lives of
physicians and their patients, restoring an agency to their actions that easily gets lost in our search for the
forces or structures that shape historical process. To this end, the author interweaves social history and
medical case studies, ethnography and biography to narrate a story of Chinese medicine that is very different
from any that has been told before.
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From reader reviews:

Gary McKinney:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine 1626-2006.

Mandi Rice:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. We
all know that that book is very important for us. The book Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine 1626-
2006 ended up being making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The publication Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine
1626-2006 is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you
truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with the book Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine 1626-2006. You never feel lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Lola Hernandez:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get great
deal of stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is definitely Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine 1626-2006.

Marian Buell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that query
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims
Currents of Tradition in Chinese Medicine 1626-2006.
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