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The Way of Improvement Leads Home traces the short but fascinating life of Philip Vickers Fithian, one of
the most prolific diarists in early America. Born to Presbyterian grain-growers in rural New Jersey, he was
never quite satisfied with the agricultural life he seemed destined to inherit. Fithian longed for something
more—to improve himself in a revolutionary world that was making upward mobility possible. While
Fithian is best known for the diary that he wrote in 1773-74 while working as a tutor at Nomini Hall, the
Virginia plantation of Robert Carter, this first full biography moves beyond his experience in the Old
Dominion to examine his inner life, his experience in the early American backcountry, his love affair with
Elizabeth Beatty, and his role as a Revolutionary War chaplain.

From the villages of New Jersey, Fithian was able to participate indirectly in the eighteenth-century republic
of letters—a transatlantic intellectual community sustained through sociability, print, and the pursuit of
mutual improvement. The republic of letters was above all else a rational republic, with little tolerance for
those unable to rid themselves of parochial passions. Participation required a commitment to self-
improvement that demanded a belief in the Enlightenment values of human potential and social progress.
Although Fithian was deeply committed to these values, he constantly struggled to reconcile his quest for a
cosmopolitan life with his love of home. As John Fea argues, it was the people, the religious culture, and the
very landscape of his "native sod" that continued to hold Fithian's affections and enabled him to live a life
worthy of a man of letters.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Wright:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and
the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies).

Kenny Crowther:

The book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in
Early America (Early American Studies) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make
your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining a book The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip
Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) to be your habit,
you can get considerably more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge
about several or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication The
Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America
(Early American Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some
others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Sandra Williams:

The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early
America (Early American Studies) can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing The Way of Improvement
Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American
Studies) nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one among it. This great information could drawn you into brand-new
stage of crucial contemplating.

David Dabbs:

This The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early
America (Early American Studies) is new way for you who has fascination to look for some information
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps



you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The Way of Improvement Leads Home: Philip Vickers
Fithian and the Rural Enlightenment in Early America (Early American Studies) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build
itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think that
in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't
miss this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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