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How do ideas become accepted by the scientific community? How and why do scientists choose among
empirically equivalent theories? In this pathbreaking book translated from the Italian, Marcello Pera
addresses these questions by exploring the politics, rhetoric, scientific practices, and metaphysical
assumptions that entered into the famous Galvani-Volta controversy of the late eighteenth century. This
lively debate erupted when two scientists, each examining the muscle contractions of a dissected frog in
contact with metal, came up with opposing but experimentally valid explanations of the phenomenon. Luigi
Galvani, a doctor and physiologist, believed that he had discovered animal electricity (electrical body fluid
existing naturally in a state of disequilibrium), while the physicist Alessandro Volta attributed the
contractions to ordinary physical electricity. Beginning with the electrical concepts understood by scientists
in the 1790s, Pera traces the careers of Galvani and Volta and explains their laboratory procedures. He shows
that their controversy derived from two basic, irreducible interpretations of the proper nature of a common
domain: Galvani saw the frog phenomenon as the work of biological organs, Volta as that of a physical
apparatus. The initial preference for Volta's theory, maintains Pera, depended not on clear-cut
methodological rules, but on a dialectical dispute for which the renowned physicist was better equipped,
partly because he shared the dominant metaphysical views of his time.

Originally published in 1991.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of several ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy
Library), you could tells your family, friends and soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
the mediocre, make them reading a e-book.

Clark Palumbo:

The reserve untitled The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton
Legacy Library) is the guide that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the book content
that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the
information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The
Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) from
the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Joel Padilla:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-
Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity
for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person.
So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick The Ambiguous Frog: The
Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) become your own personal
starter.

Curtis Swasey:

Beside this particular The Ambiguous Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity
(Princeton Legacy Library) in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't always
be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Ambiguous



Frog: The Galvani-Volta Controversy on Animal Electricity (Princeton Legacy Library) because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!
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