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On October 9, 1813, in the small town of Roncole, Italy, a baby by the name of Giuseppe Verdi was born.
Little did his parents know that this child, born in the auspicious week of the Feast of San Donnino, would
grow up to be not only a national hero of Italy, but also one of the most successful composers of all time.
Many books have been written about Verdi's music, yet few have sufficiently covered Verdi the man. Now,
in Verdi: A Biography Mary Jane Phillips-Matz brings us the result of more than thirty years' research on the
life of this colossus of Italy.
Drawing on numerous original documents provided by Verdi's descendants, the Carrara-Verdi family, this
long awaited biography presents a reexamination of Verdi's life not only as a composer, but as a
philanthropist and son of Italy. Matz places Verdi against a backdrop of a century of fierce Italian
nationalism that dictated that not only musical, but political considerations permeate his life and work. As
Phillips-Matz writes, in Verdi's music, in the patriotic phrases of his librettos, "nationalism found a voice that
aroused Italians to the cause of the Patria." In fact, Verdi's stature as a cultural icon rose to such heights that
in 1861, he was pressured to serve on the First Parliament of Italy. As his close friend Carlos Cavour wrote,
Verdi's membership would lend great dignity to the Parliament both in and beyond Italy and thus further the
efforts of the national party in its fight for independence.
Here too is a glimpse into the personal life of Verdi--his turbulent relationships with his friends and family,
his dedication to his music, his passion for his country. In defense of his second wife, former soprano
Giuseppina Strepponi--shunned by his family for her tarnished reputation--Verdi obtained a legal separation
from his parents and for a time withdrew from public life to ensure their privacy. In protest over the Teatro
La Fenice's poor choice of a soprano for La Traviata (1853), Verdi threatened to defect from the project ("I
have no faith whatsoever that it will succeed, and--on the contrary--it will be a complete fiasco"). And in the
midst of the Austro-Prussian war of 1866, in which the very freedom of Italy was at stake, Verdi, objecting
to France's support of Austria, asked to be released from his contract to finish Don Carlos for the Paris Opera
(the opera house, however, did not think war a good enough excuse).
Upon his death in 1901 there were scenes of national mourning for the man whose actions had become a
model, and music an inspiration to all of Italy. With an eloquent foreword by Andrew Porter, Verdi: A
Biography brilliantly illuminates the life of the composer, patriot, and philanthropist who not only created
the operas that would prosper generations after the artist, but who also emboldened the cultural pride of a
country fighting for its freedom.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Bland:

This Verdi: A Biography are generally reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Verdi: A Biography can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Verdi: A Biography forcing you to have an enormous of experience
including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Gerald Kelly:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them household or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent
all day every day to reading a publication. The book Verdi: A Biography it is extremely good to read. There
are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high quality.

Joan Hanson:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Verdi: A Biography book written by
well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your
personal hunger then you still doubt Verdi: A Biography as good book but not only by the cover but also by
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing an
additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Fannie Vincent:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
From the book Verdi: A Biography we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? For
being creative person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
always be doubt to change your life at this book Verdi: A Biography. You can more desirable than now.
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