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Sharp, resourceful, and with a style all her own, Althea Altemus embodied the spirit of the independent
working woman of the Jazz Age. In her memoir, Big Bosses, she vividly recounts her life as a secretary for
prominent (but thinly disguised) employers in Chicago, Miami, and New York during the late teens and
1920s. Alongside her we rub elbows with movie stars, artists, and high-profile businessmen, and experience
lavish estate parties that routinely defied the laws of Prohibition.

Beginning with her employment as a private secretary to James Deering of International Harvester, whom
she describes as “probably the world’s oldest and wealthiest bachelor playboy,” Altemus tells us much about
high society during the time, taking us inside Deering’s glamorous Miami estate, Vizcaya, an Italianate
mansion worthy of Gatsby himself. Later, we meet her other notable employers, including Samuel Insull,
president of Chicago Edison; New York banker S. W. Straus; and real estate developer Fred F. French. We
cinch up our trenchcoats and head out sleuthing in Chicago, hired by the wife of a big boss to find out how
he spends his evenings (with, it turns out, a mistress hidden in an apartment within his office, no less).
Altemus was also a struggling single mother, a fact she had to keep secret from her employers, and she
reveals the difficulties of being a working woman at the time through glimpses into women’s apartments,
their friendships, and the dangers—sexual and otherwise—that she and others faced. Throughout, Altemus
entertains with a tart and self-aware voice that combines the knowledge of an insider with the wit and clarity
of someone on the fringe.

Anchored by extensive annotation and an afterword from historian Robin F. Bachin, which contextualizes
Altemus’s narrative, Big Bosses provides a one-of-a-kind peek inside the excitement, extravagances, and the
challenges of being a working woman roaring through the ’20s.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Castaneda:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since
just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Big Bosses: A Working Girl's
Memoir of Jazz Age America to read.

Jenny Davis:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Big Bosses: A Working Girl's
Memoir of Jazz Age America that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much better
then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you can pick Big Bosses: A Working Girl's Memoir of Jazz Age America
become your personal starter.

Robert Hutzler:

Beside this Big Bosses: A Working Girl's Memoir of Jazz Age America in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Big Bosses: A Working Girl's Memoir of Jazz Age America because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on,
that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from currently!

Jerry Sonnier:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Big Bosses: A Working Girl's Memoir of Jazz Age America or
others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel wish to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those ebooks are
helping them to put their knowledge. In various other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Big



Bosses: A Working Girl's Memoir of Jazz Age America to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many
types of book like here.
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