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In Virtual Modernism, Katherine Biers offers a fresh view of the emergence of American literary modernism
from the eruption of popular culture in the early twentieth century. Employing dynamic readings of the
works of Stephen Crane, Henry James, James Weldon Johnson, Djuna Barnes, and Gertrude Stein, she
argues that American modernist writers developed a “poetics of the virtual” in response to the rise of mass
communications technologies before World War I. These authors’ modernist formal experimentation was
provoked by the immediate, individualistic pleasures and thrills of mass culture. But they also retained a
faith in the representational power of language—and the worth of common experience—more characteristic
of realism and naturalism. In competition with new media experiences such as movies and recorded music,
they simultaneously rejected and embraced modernity.

Biers establishes the virtual poetics of these five writers as part of a larger “virtual turn” in the United States,
when a fascination with the writings of Henri Bergson, William James, and vitalist philosophy—and the idea
of virtual experience—swept the nation. Virtual Modernism contends that a turn to the virtual experience of
language was a way for each of these authors to carve out a value for the literary, both with and against the
growth of mass entertainments. This technologically inspired reengagement with experience was formative
for American modernism.

Situated at the crossing points of literary criticism, philosophy, media studies, and history, Virtual
Modernism provides an examination of Progressive Era preoccupations with the cognitive and corporeal
effects of new media technologies that traces an important genealogy of present-day concerns with virtuality.
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From reader reviews:

Fern Rodriquez:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time
to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Virtual Modernism:
Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Janet Huynh:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Virtual Modernism: Writing and
Technology in the Progressive Era book as nice and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Juanita Jones:

The event that you get from Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era could be the
more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the
Progressive Era giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having this Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era instantly.

Robert Shaw:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book Virtual Modernism: Writing and Technology in the Progressive Era. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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