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From its fascinating historical origins to its contemporary symbolic significance, every aspect of Ai Weiwei's
beautiful and monumental work of art is explored in this illustrated volume that also guides readers through
the highlights of the artist's career. Ai Weiwei's Circle of Animals/Zodiac Heads features twelve large-scale
bronze animal heads, each depicting a segment of the ancient Chinese zodiac. As a major work of public art,
it is an extraordinary accomplishment in its own right. But as this book explains, the origins and motivation
behind the piece are as compelling as the work itself. Ai Weiwei based the sculpture on a complex zodiac
fountain that was built for an imperial retreat in eighteenth-century China. When the retreat was looted by
European soldiers, the fountain's bronze animal heads were stolen--only seven of the twelve are known to
survive. By reimagining the work Ai Weiwei confronts uncomfortable truths within Chinese and Western
history. This book compares Ai Weiwei's work to the original zodiac heads; features interviews with Ai
Weiwei conducted at various periods during the sculpture's development; offers a historical overview of the
events surrounding the mountain's looting; and follows the trail of the original heads as they are sold and
resold amidst political furor. The book tells the riveting story behind a highly acclaimed piece of modern art,
while providing an introduction to one of our generation's most important artists.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gonzales:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Ai Weiwei: Circle of Animals can be great book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Freddie Patton:

This Ai Weiwei: Circle of Animals is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences
in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight
forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Ai Weiwei: Circle of
Animals in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no guide that offer you world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So ,
this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Veronica Mei:

This Ai Weiwei: Circle of Animals is brand new way for you who has interest to look for some information
since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having little digest in reading this Ai Weiwei: Circle of Animals can be the light food for yourself
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself
in the form which is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.

William Bell:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you
know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A
substantial number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these
claims Ai Weiwei: Circle of Animals.
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