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In this classic of French cultural studies, Georges Didi-Huberman traces the intimate and reciprocal
relationship between the disciplines of psychiatry and photography in the late nineteenth century. Focusing
on the immense photographic output of the Salpetriere hospital, the notorious Parisian asylum for insane and
incurable women, Didi-Huberman shows the crucial role played by photography in the invention of the
category of hysteria. Under the direction of the medical teacher and clinician Jean-Martin Charcot, the
inmates of Salpetriere identified as hysterics were methodically photographed, providing skeptical
colleagues with visual proof of hysteria's specific form. These images, many of which appear in this book,
provided the materials for the multivolume album Iconographie photographique de la Salpetriere.

As Didi-Huberman shows, these photographs were far from simply objective documentation. The subjects
were required to portray their hysterical "type" -- they performed their own hysteria. Bribed by the special
status they enjoyed in the purgatory of experimentation and threatened with transfer back to the inferno of
the incurables, the women patiently posed for the photographs and submitted to presentations of hysterical
attacks before the crowds that gathered for Charcot's "Tuesday Lectures."

Charcot did not stop at voyeuristic observation. Through techniques such as hypnosis, electroshock therapy,
and genital manipulation, he instigated the hysterical symptoms in his patients, eventually giving rise to
hatred and resistance on their part. Didi-Huberman follows this path from complicity to antipathy in one of
Charcot's favorite "cases," that of Augustine, whose image crops up again and again in the Iconographie.
Augustine's virtuosic performance of hysteria ultimately became one of self-sacrifice, seen in pictures of
ecstasy, crucifixion, and silent cries.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Riggs:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Invention of Hysteria: Charcot
and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press) will make you to be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or
reading a new book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you
looking for best book or appropriate book with you?

Kevin Masterson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside
the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read
one together with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Invention of Hysteria:
Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader erratic experience.

Virgil Santamaria:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
lot of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is actually Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière
(MIT Press).

Kathy Ahmed:

This Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press) is new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information because it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this
Invention of Hysteria: Charcot and the Photographic Iconography of the Salpêtrière (MIT Press) can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone.
These books create itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So you
cannot find any in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be



here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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