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For those who cannot read the language of the original texts, the lively and varied world of eighteenth-
century Russian literature has been largely inaccessible. In this valuable collection, expert translator David
Gasperetti presents three seminal tales that express the major literary, social, and philosophical concerns of
late-eighteenth-century Russia.

The country’s first bestseller, Matvei Komarov’s Vanka Kain tells the story of a renowned thief and police
spy and is also an excellent historical source on the era’s criminal underworld. Mikhail Chulkov’s The
Comely Cook is a cross between Moll Flanders, with its comic emphasis on a woman of ill-repute who
struggles to secure her place in society, and Tristram Shandy, with its parody of the conventions of novel
writing. Finally, Nikolai Karamzin’s “Poor Liza,” the story of a young woman who kills herself over a failed
love affair, set the standard for writing sentimentalist fiction in Russia.

Taken as a whole, these three works outline the beginnings of modern prose fiction in Russia and also
illuminate the literary culture that would give rise to the Golden Age of Russian letters in the middle of the
next century.
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From reader reviews:

Kathleen Owens:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great and important the book Three Russian Tales of the Eighteenth
Century: The Comely Cook, Vanka Kain, and "Poor Liza". All type of book could you see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Mary Block:

Reading a book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their skill in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Three Russian
Tales of the Eighteenth Century: The Comely Cook, Vanka Kain, and "Poor Liza".

Lorraine Edler:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book Three Russian Tales of the Eighteenth Century: The Comely
Cook, Vanka Kain, and "Poor Liza" it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. They were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you
can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book has high quality.

Maria Couch:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Try and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Three Russian Tales of the Eighteenth Century: The
Comely Cook, Vanka Kain, and "Poor Liza" why because the amazing cover that make you consider with
regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside as



well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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