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One of the most important writers and thinkers of the Renaissance, Michel de Montaigne (1533-92) helped
invent a literary genre that seemed more modern than anything that had come before. But did he do it, as he
suggests in his Essays, by retreating to his chateau, turning his back on the world, and stoically detaching
himself from his violent times? In this definitive biography, Philippe Desan, one of the world's leading
authorities on Montaigne, overturns this longstanding myth by showing that Montaigne was constantly
concerned with realizing his political ambitions--and that the literary and philosophical character of the
Essays largely depends on them. The most comprehensive and authoritative biography of Montaigne yet
written, this sweeping narrative offers a fascinating new picture of his life and work.

As Desan shows, Montaigne always considered himself a political figure and he conceived of each edition of
the Essays as an indispensable prerequisite to the next stage of his public career. He lived through eight civil
wars, successfully lobbied to be raised to the nobility, and served as mayor of Bordeaux, special ambassador,
and negotiator between Henry III and Henry of Navarre. It was only toward the very end of Montaigne's life,
after his political failure, that he took refuge in literature. But, even then, it was his political experience that
enabled him to find the right tone for his genre.

In this essential biography, we discover a new Montaigne--caught up in the events of his time, making no
separation between private and public life, and guided by strategy first in his words and silences. Neither
candid nor transparent, but also not yielding to the cynicism of his age, this Montaigne lends a new depth to
the Montaigne of literary legend.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Suh:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A book Montaigne: A Life will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you trying to find best book or suitable book with you?

Lee Long:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the actual book
you have read is actually Montaigne: A Life.

Kevin Diaz:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time
you only find e-book that need more time to be go through. Montaigne: A Life can be your answer because it
can be read by a person who have those short time problems.

William Levitt:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Montaigne: A Life which is finding the
e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.
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