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As medieval Chinese manuscripts were copied and recopied through the centuries, both mistakes and
deliberate editorial changes were introduced, thereby affecting readers' impressions of the author's intent. In
Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture, Xiaofei Tian shows how readers not only experience authors but
produce them by shaping texts to their interpretation. Tian examines the mechanics and history of textual
transmission in China by focusing on the evolution over the centuries of the reclusive poet Tao Yuanming
into a figure of epic stature.

Considered emblematic of the national character, Tao Yuanming (also known as Tao Qian, 365?-427 c.e.) is
admired for having turned his back on active government service and city life to live a simple rural life of
voluntary poverty. The artlessness of his poetic style is held as the highest literary and moral ideal, and
literary critics have taken great pains to demonstrate perfect consistency between Tao Yuanming's life and
poetry. Earlier work on Tao Yuanming has tended to accept this image, interpreting the poems to confirm the
image.

Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture is a study of how this cultural icon was produced and of the elusive
traces of another, historical Tao Yuanming behind the icon. By comparing four early biographies of the poet,
Tian shows how these are in large measure constructed out of Tao Yuanming's self-image as projected in his
poetry and prose. Drawing on work in European medieval literature, she demonstrates the fluidity of the
Chinese medieval textual world and how its materials were historically reconfigured for later purposes.

Tian finds in Tao's poetic corpus not one essentialized Tao Yuanming, but multiple texts continuously
produced long after the author's physical demise. Her provocative look at the influence of manuscript culture
on literary perceptions transcends its immediate subject and has special resonance today, when the transition
from print to electronic media is shaking the literary world in a way not unlike the transition from
handwritten to print media in medieval China.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-
book has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table (China
Program Books).

Philip Raber:

The book Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table (China Program Books)
make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable considerably more increase.
Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem together with your subject.
If you can make reading a book Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table
(China Program Books) to become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own personal
capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You could know everything if you like wide
open and read a book Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table (China Program
Books). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do
you think about this publication?

Louis McCarthy:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table (China Program Books) the
mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but
surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a publication then become
one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Tao Yuanming
and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table (China Program Books) giving you one more
experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for your better life in
this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to
be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
investing spare time activity?

Breanne Gardner:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. That book Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a
Dusty Table (China Program Books) was colourful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Tao Yuanming and Manuscript Culture: The Record of a Dusty Table (China Program Books) has



many kinds or category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make
you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to
like reading this.
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