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Did you ever lose someone you loved, forever? Walter Benjamin did, and wrote 80 sonnets to remember him
by.

As the Third Reich advanced on Paris, Walter Benjamin entrusted his unpublished writings to George
Bataille. Eighty fervent, mystical, lyric sonnets, produced over ten years in a sustained response to the
suicide of his college friend in protest of the First World War, were among those writings, and were
discovered in Benjamin’s archives in the 1980s. This first English translation, a bilingual edition, features
extensive context and commentary by the translator, as well as a foreword by poet and translator Donna
Stonecipher.

Waking were his glances my sole light
For errant traces and the starlight
Of his eyes the only beam
Bestowed upon my sleeping places

Now such companions are no more
Mute did the mirrors of all Spirit shatter
In these heavens which their glistening laugh
More blessedly transfigured with each morrow

Even when they wept they stood as pools
Themselves to nourish by the fall of heavy drops
Whose fragrance would outlast the shower

And in the fullness of their tears
Would those things speak which yet lacked names
Much as leaves may speak in gardens.

This queer text weaves the deeply personal materials of longing and loss together with Benjamin’s evolving
religious and philosophical perspectives in ways both mysterious and recognizably Benjaminian—shedding
new light on the emergence of the man and the thinker.

Carl Skoggard lives in Ghent, New York, and is a former editor and contributor to Nest: A Quarterly of
Interiors, an influential magazine of design and style.
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From reader reviews:

Karla Walker:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Sonnets: by Walter Benjamin
book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred
per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education books but if you want truly feel
happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Sonnets: by Walter
Benjamin is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

John Herrera:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not seeking Sonnets: by Walter Benjamin that
give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but for all
of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you are able to pick Sonnets: by Walter Benjamin become your starter.

Aaron Thomsen:

Beside that Sonnets: by Walter Benjamin in your phone, it could give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so
don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have
Sonnets: by Walter Benjamin because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful
island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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