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This acclaimed study, available in English for the first time, looks at the music of Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)
in its biographical context. The enigmatic composer is revealed in several chapters examining the
background to Sibelius's creativity and the influences upon him. Other chapters show how he influenced
others, discuss aspects of genre, as well as the relationship of the artist with nature and homeland. For more
than 100 years myths have surrounded Sibelius and his work, often diverting attention away from his
creative output. Drawing on many unpublished sources, Mäkelä's study focuses again the attention on
Sibelius as a musician and a 'poet' of universal validity. Those who knew the composer at an early age tell a
story of a youthful bohemian in the midst of European decadence. This 'age of Carmen', as Eduard Munch
called it, marked Sibelius's formative years. Sibelius's most important works, dating from a time between his
third symphony and Tapiola, reflect the modernistic mainstream. The composer's last three decades, known
as the 'Silence of Ainola', have inspired the masculine clichés that this book deconstructs. Contemporaries
tend to remember a detached gentleman mostly accompanied by his wife Aino. She was instrumental in
creating the image of her husband as a Nordic icon. This book closely scrutinizes this popular image.
Sibelius was one of the least political artists of his time who nevertheless became heavily politicized. The
first supreme musical talent in the region, he gave his nation a genuine sound. Europeans of the late
nineteenth century showed increasing affinity with Nordic culture, beside the still heavy Mediterranean
influence. For English and American artists his mix of regionalism and modernity remained attractive even
as these characteristics went out of fashion in continental Europe. National Socialism and Sibelius is a story
of its own which is carefully analyzed here. Ideas of Finland and the North vastly influenced the
interpretation of meaning in Sibelius's music, a music that until this day remains enigmatic.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

This Jean Sibelius book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
have by reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details
which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. That Jean Sibelius without we
comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be
worry Jean Sibelius can bring when you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it within your lovely laptop even phone. This Jean Sibelius having great arrangement
in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Jessica Peacock:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Jean Sibelius is kind of
guide which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Tim Andrus:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like comic,
limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Jean Sibelius that give your entertainment
preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be explained
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Jean
Sibelius become your own personal starter.

Ruth Zimmer:

This Jean Sibelius is completely new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Jean Sibelius can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't
miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life in addition to knowledge.
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