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Gregory examines each of Hammett’s novels—Red Harvest, The Dain Curse, The Maltese Falcon, The
Glass Key, and The Thin Man—in terms of their form and theme to make clear their twofold appeal. She
shows that they succeed not only as popular fiction but as literature. Through literary analysis she shows that
within each of his works there are intricate literary strategies to be probed and analyzed symbolically,
metaphysically, and metafictionally to yield the sharp vision we expect of art.
 
His first novel, Red Harvest, provides an excellent example of his strategies. Filled with action, vivid
characters, and remarkable colloquial dialogue, Red Harvest is a study of personal systems, of ethical
responsibility, of the individual’s impotence against an overwhelming destructiveness of corruption, chaos,
and death; yet all of this is subtly woven into dramatic action that thrilled audiences of sensationalized
fiction.
 
This dual structure provides an ongoing sense of revelation. Once a reader discerns that there is meaning
beyond the action-filled maelstrom of motion and death that marks Hammett’s works, a pattern of increasing
complexity appears. Thus not only is The Dain Curse an exciting story of murder and a family curse, it is a
metafictional survey of detective fiction styles. Gregory shows that Hammett uses the conventions of
detective fiction in this novel as a means of addressing epistemological issues that bring into question the
basic premises of the genre. Indeed, in his most famous work, The Maltese Falcon, Hammett creates a work
that is itself a testament to the unknowability of human conduct, for in it he manipulates details, charac-
terization, and plot until the very concept of mystery emerges as the central point of the book. For Hammett
the greatest mystery was always the complexities of human consciousness.
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From reader reviews:

Angel Garcia:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great along with important the book Private Investigations: The Novels of
Dashiell Hammett. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods
or other social media.

Jean Spence:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the reserve untitled Private Investigations: The Novels of Dashiell Hammett can be very good
book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Bertha Wood:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Private Investigations: The Novels of Dashiell Hammett it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically
the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly
but this book has high quality.

William Lebel:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is
just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of many books in
the top collection in your reading list is definitely Private Investigations: The Novels of Dashiell Hammett.
This book that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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