
Continuity and Change Among Canadian
Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity)

Peter M. Hamm

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0889201897
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0889201897
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=0889201897


Continuity and Change Among Canadian Mennonite Brethren
(Religion and Identity)

Peter M. Hamm

Continuity and Change Among Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) Peter M. Hamm

More than 450 years after their birth in the Anabaptist movement, 125 years after their secession from
Russian Mennonitism, and 60 years after their immigration to Canada, the Mennonite Brethren exhibit
specific and measurable signs of sectarian viability and religious vitality. To explain the persistence of the
sect, Hamm analyses the process of sacralization within the Canadian Mennonite Brethren Church ? which
“safeguards identity, a system of meaning, or a definition of reality” ? and the process of secularization ?
which “erodes boundaries, dislodges stable structures, and destroys identity.” It is an oversimplification, the
author argues, to insist that the factors of continuity ? ethical and cognitive norms, family solidarity,
ethnicity, worship, evangelism, community and church structures, and service agencies ? are solely
integrative and that the factors of change ? urbanization, education, occupational change, and economic
affluence ? are solely disruptive. Instead, a complex dialectic between the two processes is at work that
prevents restrictive rigidity within the sect and excessive accommodation to the host society.

According to the author, “this analysis of the Canadian Mennonite Brethren becomes a case study to test the
utility of an identity theory of religion, which hinges on the integration/differentiation dialectic. It is, at the
same time, a serious self-study in religious sociology, by which the author seeks to gain a better
understanding of the processes of growth and decline, of continuity and change, and of the ongoing tension
resulting from the religious movement’s confrontation with society.”
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Jenkins:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Continuity and Change Among
Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) will make you to always be smarter. You can feel
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Martha Skaggs:

Often the book Continuity and Change Among Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) will
bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In
case you try to find new book to see, this book very ideal to you. The book Continuity and Change Among
Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Kent Walker:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Continuity and Change Among
Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) e-book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
question Continuity and Change Among Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) as good book
not merely by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't determine book
by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Carolyn Alcantara:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Continuity and
Change Among Canadian Mennonite Brethren (Religion and Identity) which is getting the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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