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On September 25, 1890, the Mormon prophet Wilford Woodruff publicly instructed his followers to abandon
polygamy. In doing so, he initiated a process that would fundamentally alter the Latter-day Saints and their
faith. Trading the most integral elements of their belief system for national acceptance, the Mormons
recreated themselves as model Americans.

Mary Campbell tells the story of this remarkable religious transformation in Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image. One of the church’s favorite photographers, Johnson (1857–1926) spent the 1890s
and early 1900s taking pictures of Mormonism’s most revered figures and sacred sites. At the same time, he
did a brisk business in mail-order erotica, creating and selling stereoviews that he referred to as his “spicy
pictures of girls.” Situating these images within the religious, artistic, and legal culture of turn-of-the-century
America, Campbell reveals the unexpected ways in which they worked to bring the Saints into the nation’s
mainstream after the scandal of polygamy.

Engaging, interdisciplinary, and deeply researched, Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image
demonstrates the profound role pictures played in the creation of both the modern Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the modern American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

The book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book Charles Ellis Johnson and
the Erotic Mormon Image? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book
can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Charles Ellis
Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large
function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Patricia Rodrigue:

This Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image are generally reliable for you who want to become
a successful person, why. The main reason of this Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can
be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed
you with information that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you
can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that
this Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image giving you an enormous of experience for example
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Mark Clark:

Precisely why? Because this Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such amazing way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Celina Ziolkowski:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and
mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can to



be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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