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Featured in the NY Emmy-nominated documentary New York City's Vietnam Veterans (CUNY-TV)

A collection of heartrending oral histories that topples assumptions about the people who served in
Vietnam

The Vietnam War was a defining event for a generation of Americans. But for years, misguided and
sometimes demeaning clichés about its veterans have proliferated widely. Philip F. Napoli's Bringing It All
Back Home strips away the myths and reveals the complex individuals who served in Southeast Asia. Napoli
was one of the chief researchers for Tom Brokaw's The Greatest Generation, and in the spirit of that
enterprise, his oral histories recast our understanding of a war and its legacy.

Napoli introduces a remarkable group of young New Yorkers who went abroad with high hopes only to find
a bewildering conflict. We meet a nurse who staged a hunger strike to promote peace while working at a
field hospital; a paratrooper whose experiences on the battlefield left him with emotional scars that led to
violence and homelessness; a black soldier who achieved an unexpected camaraderie with his fellow
servicemen in racially tense times; and a university administrator who helped to create New York City's
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Some of Napoli's soldiers became active opponents of the war; others did not.
But all returned with a powerful urge to understand the death and destruction they had seen. Overcoming
adversity, a great many would go on to lead ambitious lives of public service. Tracing their journeys from
the streets of Brooklyn and Queens to the banks of the Mekong, and back to the most glamorous corporations
and meanest homeless shelters of New York City, Napoli reveals the variety and surprising vibrancy of the
ex-soldiers' experiences. "For almost everyone the time in Vietnam was the most exciting and the most alive
time of your life," one veteran recalls. He adds: "I still have this little trick . . . When I lie down and go to
sleep, if there's something bothering me, I say, 'You're warm, you're dry, and there is no one shooting at
you.'"
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

The book Bringing It All Back Home: An Oral History of New York City's Vietnam Veterans can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book
Bringing It All Back Home: An Oral History of New York City's Vietnam Veterans? Several of you have a
different opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, it is possible to
give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Bringing It All Back Home: An Oral History of
New York City's Vietnam Veterans has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for
you. You can search the enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Thad Whitehead:

The reserve with title Bringing It All Back Home: An Oral History of New York City's Vietnam Veterans
includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book
will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Donald Howard:

The book untitled Bringing It All Back Home: An Oral History of New York City's Vietnam Veterans
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language
is very clear to see all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
authored by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read
this book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice learn.

Donnie Ned:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you personally is Bringing It All Back Home: An Oral History of New York City's Vietnam Veterans this
guide consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable



all of you.
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