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Pragmatism and its consequences are central issues in American politics today, yet scholars rarely examine
in detail the relationship between pragmatism and politics. In The Priority of Democracy, Jack Knight and
James Johnson systematically explore the subject and make a strong case for adopting a pragmatist approach
to democratic politics--and for giving priority to democracy in the process of selecting and reforming
political institutions.

What is the primary value of democracy? When should we make decisions democratically and when should
we rely on markets? And when should we accept the decisions of unelected officials, such as judges or
bureaucrats? Knight and Johnson explore how a commitment to pragmatism should affect our answers to
such important questions. They conclude that democracy is a good way of determining how these kinds of
decisions should be made--even if what the democratic process determines is that not all decisions should be
made democratically. So, for example, the democratically elected U.S. Congress may legitimately remove
monetary policy from democratic decision-making by putting it under the control of the Federal Reserve.

Knight and Johnson argue that pragmatism offers an original and compelling justification of democracy in
terms of the unique contributions democratic institutions can make to processes of institutional choice. This
focus highlights the important role that democracy plays, not in achieving consensus or commonality, but
rather in addressing conflicts. Indeed, Knight and Johnson suggest that democratic politics is perhaps best
seen less as a way of reaching consensus or agreement than as a way of structuring the terms of persistent
disagreement.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

The experience that you get from The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism is a
more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of
Pragmatism giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular
The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism instantly.

Mary Grays:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of
Pragmatism can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Samuel Lashley:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book entitled The
Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get just before. The The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life in this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will be pleased
when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare
time activity?

Chung England:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is different. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is referred to
as of book The Priority of Democracy: Political Consequences of Pragmatism. You can contribute your
knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to
read. It is most essential that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one location to other



place.
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