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“The Flamboya Tree is a fascinating story that will leave the reader informed about a missing piece of the
World War II experience, and in awe of one family’s survival.”
—Elizabeth M. Norman, author of We Band of Angels: The Untold Story of American Nurses Trapped
on Bataan by the Japanese

“It is a well-known fact that war, any war, is senseless and degrading. When innocent people are brought into
that war because they happen to be in the wrong place at the wrong time, it becomes incomprehensible. Java,
1942, was such a place and time, and we were those innocent people.”

Fifty years after the end of World War II, Clara Olink Kelly sat down to write a memoir that is both a fierce
and enduring testament to a mother’s courage and a poignant record of an often overlooked chapter of the
war.

As the fighting in the Pacific spread, four-year-old Clara Olink and her family found their tranquil, pampered
lives on the beautiful island of Java torn apart by the invasion of Japanese troops. Clara’s father was taken
away, forced to work on the Burma railroad. For Clara, her mother, and her two brothers, the younger one
only six weeks old, an insistent knock on the door ended all hope of escaping internment in a concentration
camp. For nearly four years, they endured starvation, filth-ridden living conditions, sickness, and the danger
of violence from their prison guards. Clara credits her mother with their survival: Even in the most perilous
of situations, Clara’s mother never compromised her beliefs, never admitted defeat, and never lost her
courage. Her resilience sustained her three children through their frightening years in the camp.

Told through the eyes of a young Clara, who was eight at the end of her family’s ordeal, The Flamboya
Tree portrays her mother’s tenacity, the power of hope and humor, and the buoyancy of a child’s spirit. A
painting of a flamboya tree—a treasured possession of the family’s former life—miraculously survived the
surprise searches by the often brutal Japanese soldiers and every last-minute flight. Just as her mother carried
this painting through the years of imprisonment and the life that followed, so Clara carries her mother’s
unvanquished spirit through all of her experiences and into the reader’s heart.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a
Mother's Wartime Courage that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or
woman but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you could pick The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage
become your personal starter.

Dianne Tripp:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this book. This The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a
Mother's Wartime Courage is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and
also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Alex Estepp:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
many books in the top listing in your reading list will be The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's
Wartime Courage. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many advantages.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

As a student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as well as to
make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this The Flamboya Tree: Memories of a Mother's Wartime Courage can make you experience
more interested to read.
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