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The Demon said to the swordsman, "Fundamentally, man's mind is not without good. It is simply that
from the moment he has life, he is always being brought up with perversity. Thus, having no idea that
he has gotten used to being soaked in it, he harms his self-nature and falls into evil. Human desire is
the root of this perversity."

Woven deeply into the martial traditions and folklore of Japan, the fearsome Tengu dwell in the country's
mountain forest. Mythical half-man, half-bird creatures with long noses, Tengu have always inspired dread
and awe, inhabiting a liminal world between the human and the demonic, and guarding the most hidden
secrets of swordsmanship. In The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts, a translation of the 18th-century
samurai classic by Issai Chozanshi, an anonymous swordsman journeys to the heart of Mt. Kurama, the
traditional domain of these formidable beings. There he encounters a host of demon; through a series of
discussions and often playful discourse, they reveal to him the very deepest principles of the martial arts, and
show how the secrets of sword fighting impart the truths of life itself.

The Demon's Sermon opens with The discourses, a collection of whimsical fables concerned with the theme
of transformation-for Chozanshi a core phenomenon to the martial artist. Though ostensibly light and
fanciful, these stories offer the attentive reader ideas that subvert perceived notions of conflict and the
individual's relationship to the outside world. In the main body of work, The Sermon, Chozanshi
demonstrates how transformation is fostered and nurtured through ch'i - the vital and fundamental energy
that flows through all things, animate and inanimate, and the very bedrock of Chozanshi's themes and the
martial arts themselves. This he does using the voice of the Tengu, and the reader is invited to eavesdrop
with the swordsman on the demon's revelations of the deepest truths concerning ch'i, the principles of yin
and yang, and how these forces shape our existence. In The Dispatch, the themes are brought to an elegant
conclusion using the parable of an old and toothless cat who, like the demon, has mastered the art of acting
by relying on nothing, and in so doing can defeat even the wiliest and most vicious of rats despite his
advanced years.

This is the first direct translation from the original text into English by William Scott Wilson, the renowned
translator of Hagakure and The Book of Five Rings. It captures the tone and essence of this classic while still
making it accessible and meaningful to today's reader. Chozanshi's deep understanding of Taoism,
Buddhism, Confucianism, and Shinto, as well as his insight into the central role of ch'i in the universe, are all
given thoughtful treatment in Wilson's introduction and extensive endnotes. A provocative book for the
general reader, The Demon's Sermon will also prove an invaluable addition to the libraries of all those
interested in the fundamental principles of the martial arts, and how those principles relate to our existence.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Duncan:

With other case, little individuals like to read book The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts (The Way of
the Warrior Series). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts (The Way of the Warrior Series). You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the
fact from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find
yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a
book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Troy Jones:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their ability in writing, they
also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this The Demon's Sermon on the
Martial Arts (The Way of the Warrior Series).

Steven Cordell:

Often the book The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts (The Way of the Warrior Series) has a lot of
information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Robert Polk:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication
that need more time to be go through. The Demon's Sermon on the Martial Arts (The Way of the Warrior
Series) can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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