
Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of
Transient Mental Illnesses

Ian Hacking

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1853434558
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1853434558
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=1853434558


Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient
Mental Illnesses

Ian Hacking

Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses Ian Hacking
"It all began one morning last July when we noticed a young man of twenty-six crying in his bed in Dr.
Pitres's ward. He had just come from a long journey on foot and was exhausted, but that was not the cause of
his tears. He wept because he could not prevent himself from departing on a trip when the need took him; he
deserted family, work, and daily life to walk as fast as he could, straight ahead, sometimes doing 70
kilometers a day on foot, until in the end he would be arrested for vagrancy and thrown in prison." - Dr.
Philippe Tissie, July 1886. Thus begins the recorded case history of Albert Dadas, a native of France's
Bordeaux region and the first diagnosed mad traveller, or fugueur. An occasional employee of a local gas
company, Dadas suffered from a strange compulsion that led him to travel obsessively, often without
identification, not knowing who he was or why he traveled. He became notorious for his extraordinary
expeditions to such far-reaching spots as Algeria, Moscow, and Constantinople. Medical reports of Dadas set
off at the time a small epidemic of compulsive mad voyagers, the epicenter of which was Bordeaux but
which soon spread throughout France to Italy, Germany, and Russia. Today we are similarly besieged by
mental illnesses of the moment, such as chronic fatigue syndrome and attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder. The debate rages about which of these conditions are affectations or cultural artifacts and which are
"real". In Mad Travellers, Ian Hacking uses the Dadas case to weigh the legitimacy of cultural influences
versus physical symptoms in the diagnosis of psychiatric disorders. He argues that psychological symptoms
find stable homes at a given place and time, in "ecological niches" where transient illnesses flourish. Using
the records of Philippe Tissie, Dadas's physician, Hacking attempts to make sense of this strange epidemic.
While telling his fascinating tale, he raises probing questions about the nature of the mental disorders, the
cultural repercussions of their diagnosis, and the relevance of this century-old case study for today's
overanalysed society.
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From reader reviews:

Jodie Long:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses.
Try to make book Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses as your friend. It
means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter
than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because
you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Bryant Kelly:

The book untitled Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses is the book that
recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a
person. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was
did a lot of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality of Transient
Mental Illnesses from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Aaron Marks:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Mad Travellers: Reflections on the Reality
of Transient Mental Illnesses book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping
every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation Mad Travellers:
Reflections on the Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses as good book not simply by the cover but also with
the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.

Randi Adams:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Mad Travellers: Reflections on the
Reality of Transient Mental Illnesses which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
observe.
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