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In the Gray Area is a Marine officer’s reflection of his tour of duty as the leader for an advisor team
embedded with an Iraqi Army infantry battalion. In February 2008 Major Folsom deployed to Iraq as Team
Leader, Military Transition Team 0733. During this deployment his advisor team was embedded with the 7th
Iraqi Army Division. Tasked with the mission to train, coach, mentor, and advise the new Iraqi Army’s 3rd
Battalion, 28th Brigade, the Marines of Military Transition Team 0733 – the “Outlanders” – quickly found
the reality of their advisor mission fraught with challenges.

In the Gray Area explores the bond between Folsom and the fourteen men that comprised his advisor team,
as well as the tenuous relationship forged between the Marines and their Iraqi counterparts as they struggled
to assume independent control of – and maintain security in – Iraq’s western al-Anbar province. Highlighting
the obstacles faced by Marine advisors as they live, work, eat, and operate with an army whose language and
culture are vastly different from their own, Folsom creates a compelling picture of the challenges faced by
the Marine Advisor Teams working with the Iraqi Army to drive al-Qaeda from al-Anbar.

In the Gray Area builds on Folsom’s The Highway War, his award winning memoir of his experience as the
commanding officer of Delta Company, First Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, U.S. Marine Corps,
which was one of the first into Iraq in March 2003. In The Highway War, he conveyed the stress, excitement
and uncertainty of modern ground warfare from the viewpoint of a young combat leader. In the Gray Area
centers on an Iraqi Army that is more mature and on the cusp of independence from its American partners,
and it takes place during a period in which there are increased calls for the United States to withdraw from
Iraq. In his new book, Folsom shows his maturation as a commander as he thoughtfully details the
difficulties posed by a possibly premature American departure from Iraq and questions if the advisor mission
is really the key to our attempt to exit Iraq?
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From reader reviews:

Luke Shaffer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes,
it is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this In the Gray Area: A Marine
Advisor Team at War to read.

Barbara Harp:

This In the Gray Area: A Marine Advisor Team at War is great book for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute.
This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having In the
Gray Area: A Marine Advisor Team at War in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this
guide already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still
doubt in which?

Anna Wright:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is In the Gray Area: A Marine Advisor Team at War this book consist a lot of
the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Eva Lynch:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. That In the Gray Area: A Marine Advisor Team at War can give
you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you



to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have In the Gray Area: A Marine Advisor Team at War.
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