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If you think softball is just a “women’s version” of the great American pastime of baseball—well, think
again.

Fastpitch softball is one of the most widely played sports in the world, with tens of millions of active
participants in various age groups. But the origins of this beloved sport and the charismatic athletes who
helped it achieve prominence in the mid-twentieth century have been largely forgotten, until now.

Fastpitch brings to life the eclectic mix of characters that make up softball’s vibrant 129-year history. From
its humble beginnings in 1887, when it was invented in a Chicago boat club and played with a broomstick, to
the rise in the 1940s and 1950s of professional-caliber company-sponsored teams that toured the country in
style, softball’s history is as diverse as it is fascinating. Though it’s thought of today as a woman’s sport,
fastpitch softball’s early years featured several male stars, such as the vaudeville-esque Eddie Feigner, whose
signature move was striking out batters while blindfolded.

But because softball was one of the only team sports that women were allowed to play competitively, it took
on added importance for female athletes. Top fastpitch teams of the 1940s, ‘50s, and ‘60s, such as the New
Orleans Jax Maids and Connecticut’s Raybestos Brakettes, gave women access to employment and travel
opportunities that would have been unavailable to them otherwise. At a time when female athletes had
almost no prospects, softball offered them a chance to flourish. Women put off marriage and moved across
the country just for a shot at joining a strong team.

Told from the perspective of such influential players as Bertha Ragan Tickey, who set strikeout records and
taught Lana Turner to pitch, and Joan Joyce, who struck out baseball legend Ted Williams and helped found
a professional softball league with Billie Jean King, Fastpitch chronicles softball’s rich history and its
uncertain future (as evidenced by its controversial elimination from the 2012 Olympics and the mounting
efforts to have it reinstated). A celebration of this unique American sport and the role it plays in our culture
today, Fastpitch is as entertaining as it is inspiring.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Hendricks:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Fastpitch: The Untold History of Softball and the Women Who Made
the Game. Try to make book Fastpitch: The Untold History of Softball and the Women Who Made the Game
as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside associated with
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

William Gilbert:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this Fastpitch: The Untold
History of Softball and the Women Who Made the Game book as starter and daily reading book. Why,
because this book is greater than just a book.

Eric Freeman:

This Fastpitch: The Untold History of Softball and the Women Who Made the Game tend to be reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this Fastpitch: The Untold
History of Softball and the Women Who Made the Game can be among the great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that might be
will shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Fastpitch: The Untold History of Softball and the
Women Who Made the Game forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ruby Chartrand:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other people. When



you read this Fastpitch: The Untold History of Softball and the Women Who Made the Game, it is possible
to tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make
them reading a guide.
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