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A frightening new plague. A medical mystery. A pioneering immunologist. In A Plague on All Our Houses,
Dr. Bruce J. Hillman dissects the war of egos, money, academic power, and Hollywood clout that advanced
AIDS research even as it compromised the career of the scientist who discovered the disease.

At the beginning of the worldwide epidemic soon to be known as AIDS, Dr. Michael Gottlieb was a young
immunologist new to the faculty of UCLA Medical Center. In 1981 he was brought in to consult on a battery
of unusual cases: four formerly healthy gay men presenting with persistent fever, weight loss, and highly
unusual infections. Other physicians around the country had noted similar clusters of symptoms, but it was
Gottlieb who first realized that these patients had a new and deadly disease. He also identified the defect in
their immune system that allowed the disease to flourish. He published his findings in a now-iconic lead
article in the New England Journal of Medicine—an impressive achievement for such a young scientist—and
quickly became the focal point of a whirlwind of panic, envy, desperation, and distrust that played out
against a glittering Hollywood backdrop.

Courted by the media, the gay community, and the entertainment industry, Gottlieb emerged as the medical
face of the terrifying new epidemic when he became personal physician to Rock Hudson, the first celebrity
AIDS patient. With Elizabeth Taylor he cofounded the charitable foundation amfAR, which advanced public
awareness of AIDS and raised vast sums for research, even as it struggled against political resistance that
began with the Reagan administration and trickled down through sedimentary layers of bureaucracy. Far
from supporting him, the UCLA medical establishment reacted with dismay to Gottlieb’s early work on
AIDS, believing it would tarnish the reputation of the Medical Center. Denied promotion and tenure in 1987,
Gottlieb left UCLA for private practice just as the National Institutes of Health awarded the institution a $10
million grant for work he had pioneered there. In the thirty-five years since the discovery of AIDS, research,
prevention, and clinical care have advanced to the point that the disease is no longer the death sentence it
once was. Gottlieb’s seminal article is now regarded by the New England Journal of Medicine as one of the
most significant publications of its two-hundred-year history.

A Plague on All Our Houses offers a ringside seat to one of the most important medical discoveries and
controversies of our time.
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From reader reviews:

Charlotte Kuester:

Within other case, little folks like to read book A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood,
and the Discovery of AIDS. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important some sort of book A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and
the Discovery of AIDS. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era,
we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when
you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Jeremy Smith:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and the Discovery of
AIDS book is readable by means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to give to you. The writer regarding A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and
the Discovery of AIDS content conveys thinking easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-
book are not different in the articles but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking A Plague on All Our
Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and the Discovery of AIDS is not loveable to be your top record
reading book?

Patrick Pierce:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and the
Discovery of AIDS this book consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book
was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
appropriate all of you.

Stephen Redmond:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the



book A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and the Discovery of AIDS we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Only
choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with that
book A Plague on All Our Houses: Medical Intrigue, Hollywood, and the Discovery of AIDS. You can more
pleasing than now.
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