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Delville Wood in the Somme was the most famous battle ever fought by South Africans. Through this action
other nations learnt to respect the fighting qualities of the men from the fledgling Union of South Africa.
Erstwhile foes, Boer and Briton, fought shoulder to shoulder against the pride of the German Army. They
withstood waves of attacking infantrymen; were subjected to savage artillery fire which reached a crescendo
of seven shells a second, pulverizing the wood and obliterating the defenses; then fought hand to hand until
overrun; threw back the enemy; and fought on with unbelievable tenacity.

The bone-weary survivors defended the wood through five days and six nights of hell, eventually being
forced into a corner of the wood. The orders were to hold on at all costs – and this they did despite appalling
casualties. The saga of Delville Wood will never be forgotten by South Africa, yet the story of the battle, told
through the eyes of the participants was never fully documented – accounts read like fiction, yet are wholly
true.

We learn about youngsters from the plains of Southern Africa who earned the admiration of their enemy.
After being shelled for eight hours they stood up from the mud to repel fresh assaults. We read of the
Victoria Cross won through rescuing a wounded officer under fire; a man blown up and buried who
continued on to deliver his message and earn the DCM; the officer who was captured then knocked out his
guard to return to the fighting; the colonel who fought like a private with rifle and mills bombs; and many
more.

The Germans’ experiences are also chronicled. Extracts from their regimental histories paint a picture of
their dogged determination to retake the wood. Their order was that the enemy was not to advance except
over corpses! The author interviewed many of the South African survivors, now long gone, and has visited
the wood on many occasions during the past thirty-three years. The trilogy of books he wrote on the battle
has been combined into a riveting account of ‘the bloodiest battle hell of 1916’.

In 1917 The Times of London recounted, ‘No battlefield on all the Western Front was more bitterly
contested than was “Devil’s Wood”... [where] South African forces won their imperishable fame – grimly
hanging on against overwhelming odds and repulsing counter attacks by troops five and six times their
number.”
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From reader reviews:

John Lyons:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Hold at All Costs!: The Epic Battle of Delville Wood 1916
as your daily resource information.

Helen Kingsbury:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Hold at All Costs!:
The Epic Battle of Delville Wood 1916 suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in
this era. Typically the book untitled Hold at All Costs!: The Epic Battle of Delville Wood 1916is the main of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world.
When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their
thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
in this book.

Daniel Young:

The e-book untitled Hold at All Costs!: The Epic Battle of Delville Wood 1916 is the reserve that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an individual.
The language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your
account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Hold at All Costs!: The Epic Battle of
Delville Wood 1916 from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Michele Fernandez:

Beside this specific Hold at All Costs!: The Epic Battle of Delville Wood 1916 in your phone, it might give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you can got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It
is good thing to have Hold at All Costs!: The Epic Battle of Delville Wood 1916 because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on,
that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book as well as read it
from today!
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