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The attention devoted to the unprecedented levels of imprisonment in the United States obscure an obvious
but understudied aspect of criminal justice: there is no consistent punishment policy across the U.S. It is up
to individual states to administer their criminal justice systems, and the differences among them are vast. For
example, while some states enforce mandatory minimum sentencing, some even implementing harsh and
degrading practices, others rely on community sanctions. What accounts for these differences?

The Politics of Imprisonment seeks to document and explain variation in American penal sanctioning,
drawing out the larger lessons for America's overreliance on imprisonment. Grounding her study in a
comparison of how California, Washington, and New York each developed distinctive penal regimes in the
late 1960s and early 1970s--a critical period in the history of crime control policy and a time of unsettling
social change--Vanessa Barker concretely demonstrates that subtle but crucial differences in political
institutions, democratic traditions, and social trust shape the way American states punish offenders. Barker
argues that the apparent link between public participation, punitiveness, and harsh justice is not universal but
dependent upon the varying institutional contexts and patterns of civic engagement within the U.S. and
across liberal democracies.

A bracing examination of the relationship between punishment and democracy, The Politics of Imprisonment
not only suggests that increased public participation in the political process can support and sustain less
coercive penal regimes, but also warns that it is precisely a lack of civic engagement that may underpin mass
incarceration in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Wright:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled The Politics of
Imprisonment: How the Democratic Process Shapes the Way America Punishes Offenders (Studies in Crime
and Public Policy)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Lillie Granado:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have
free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular The Politics of
Imprisonment: How the Democratic Process Shapes the Way America Punishes Offenders (Studies in Crime
and Public Policy) to read.

Patricia Rivera:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need
more time to be learn. The Politics of Imprisonment: How the Democratic Process Shapes the Way America
Punishes Offenders (Studies in Crime and Public Policy) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.

Richard Moultrie:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is called of book The
Politics of Imprisonment: How the Democratic Process Shapes the Way America Punishes Offenders
(Studies in Crime and Public Policy). You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most critical that, you
must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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