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Matthew Mason and Anthony Atwater, two working-class African Americans who lived and died in the
American South, led double lives. To family and the black community, they were local men, fathers, and
companions. In the dominant white world, where they earned their wages, they were known by their
nicknames, Dr. Reet and Shine.

In this dual biography, Michael Schwalbe finds these monikers to be both endearing and degrading. Like
other black men of their era, Mason and Atwater created personas. Mason became "Dr. Reet," a witty
entertainer to his white employers. Atwater became "Shine," a streetwise stud who was skilled in love and
violence. Each persona seemed like a solution, but bore unanticipated costs.

Grandson of a slave and born to a sharecropping family in 1911, Mason worked for fifty years for an all-
white aristocratic fraternity, though most of his children would go on to professional careers. Atwater, born
in 1933, showed great promise as a child and had ambitions to be an engineer, but by middle age had brought
himself close to ruin. Both men struggled with alcoholism, both men created personas to help cope with the
strains of their lives, and both men emerged from years of emotional turmoil to find peace.

Mixing biography, memoir, and journalism, Remembering Reet and Shine delves into the southern past,
following Mason and Atwater as they age, decline, and die. It also explores the great contradiction of
American manhood that arises between the expectation of control and the reality of powerlessness. This
moving account does not herald heroes or saints, but raises the profile of ordinary men trying to reconcile the
demands of manhood with the limits imposed by social forces beyond their control.

Michael Schwalbe is a professor of sociology at North Carolina State University. He is the author of The
Sociologically Examined Life and Unlocking the Iron Cage: The Men's Movement, Gender Politics, and
American Culture.
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From reader reviews:

Ellen Wirth:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Remembering Reet and
Shine: Two Black Men, One Struggle? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion
or you have other opinion?

Cynthia Richards:

The book Remembering Reet and Shine: Two Black Men, One Struggle make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
Remembering Reet and Shine: Two Black Men, One Struggle for being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like available and read a publication Remembering Reet and Shine: Two Black
Men, One Struggle. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this guide?

Danny Johnson:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Remembering Reet and Shine: Two
Black Men, One Struggle, you can enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its known
as reading friends.

Verna Krell:

Beside this specific Remembering Reet and Shine: Two Black Men, One Struggle in your phone, it could
give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you
may got here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have Remembering Reet and Shine: Two Black Men, One Struggle
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you often have book but you do not get
what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from today!
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