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One of the most dazzling elements of the Mardi
Gras celebrations, the Mardi Gras Indians receive the attention and respect of
carnival-goers for their elaborately beaded costumes and entertaining dances.
But what few realize about the groups is that the parading is more than just
for show. Costuming, dancing, and all of the rituals of these groups are acts
of cultural preservation that date back more than a century. In his new book,
Michael P. Smith addresses the sociological issues surrounding the mislabeled
and rarely understood Maroon groups now known as "Mardi Gras
Indians." His textual analysis of the culture examines its African origins
and how the participants help to develop the African-American cultural
identity. He looks at how some African-Americans resisted efforts to suppress
traditions that are re-emerging in modern society.
Researched and documented by generations of oral and written history, this
work clearly outlines the mistaken identification of the Mardi Gras Indians as
just an entertainment element of the carnival season. It also shows the vital
role this traditional culture plays in the community, much as the black
Spiritual Churches do, in preserving an authentic base for the unique cultural
heritage of blacks in New Orleans. This work illustrates how the Mardi Gras
Indians are a part of the New Orleans second-line tradition.
A dynamic element of this book is the collection of more than one hundred
color photos. These prints capture the striking beauty of spectacles with a
purpose far greater than entertaining. Combined with authoritative text by
Smith, the visual images round out this examination of the roots of the Mardi
Gras Indians and current practices of the whole range of African-American
cultural societies and parading groups in the Crescent City.
Michael P. Smith is a native of New Orleans and an award-winning
professional free-lance photographer. His special respect for the musical and
cultural history of New Orleans has earned him the general trust of various
ethnic groups he has documented and written about. Smith's work has been
presented in the Museum of American History at the Smithsonian Institution in
Washington, D.C., and numerous other museums in America and Europe. He has
received two Photographer's Fellowships from the National Endowment for the
Arts, and his prints have toured worldwide under the auspices of the United
States Information Service. He is also the author of New Orleans Jazz
Fest: A Pictorial History and Spirit World: Pattern in the
Expressive Folk Culture of African-American New Orleans .
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Rogers:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Mardi Gras Indians.

Will Cathcart:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Mardi Gras Indians. You can choose the best book if you
love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Mardi Gras Indians. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's
learn.

Michael Palmateer:

The feeling that you get from Mardi Gras Indians may be the more deep you excavating the information that
hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Mardi Gras Indians giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their
point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because the author of
this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We recommend you for having that Mardi Gras Indians instantly.

Lorraine Vargas:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Mardi Gras Indians is simple to bring you
can read it in the area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not include much space to bring the
particular printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can
save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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