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"It is precisely against the darkness of the world that comedy arises, and it is best when that is not hidden."

With these words Tolkien replied to Rayner Unwin's comments upon first reading Book 1 of Lord of the
Rings. Rayner had not commented on the comedy of Book 1 but on the overpowering effect of "the struggle
between darkness and light," as he put it, and that omission disappointed Tolkien. If this was the response of
Tolkien's famous first reviewer, it is not surprising that academic studies have also tended to overlook or
disregard both the presence of humour in Tolkien's work and the effect of his work to inspire humour in
readers' and artists' responses.

Laughter in Middle-earth: Humour in and around the Works of JRR Tolkien more than compensates for this
critical oversight. From onomastic studies and parody, to historical, literary, and social contexts, a history of
illustrations, textual interpretations, heroic forms of defiant laughter, and then to a reminiscence of the
Inklings' tastes in humour, these scholarly articles analyse the broad range of comedy which arises against
the darkness of the world in Tolkien's narratives. As well, interspersed between these studies are numerous
comic illustrations, some of which appear in print for the first time, from well-known Tolkien illustrators.

As Eru is reported saying, in a typically egregious internet appropriation of Tolkien, "There is no joke that
hath not its uttermost source in me." This book demonstrates that humour is truly a significant aspect of
Middle-earth and its influences. Eru, like Tolkien himself, could, indeed laugh.
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Salamanca:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Laughter in Middle-Earth: Humour in and Around the Works of
Jrr Tolkien (Cormare). Try to make the book Laughter in Middle-Earth: Humour in and Around the Works
of Jrr Tolkien (Cormare) as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you sense alone and
beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Daniel Smith:

The e-book untitled Laughter in Middle-Earth: Humour in and Around the Works of Jrr Tolkien (Cormare) is
the reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Laughter in Middle-Earth: Humour in and Around the
Works of Jrr Tolkien (Cormare) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Stacee Stern:

The book untitled Laughter in Middle-Earth: Humour in and Around the Works of Jrr Tolkien (Cormare)
contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice learn.

Sheri Combs:

You will get this Laughter in Middle-Earth: Humour in and Around the Works of Jrr Tolkien (Cormare) by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve trouble if you get
difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but
also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile
phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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