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While baseball is traditionally perceived as a game to be played, enjoyed, and reported from a masculine
perspective, it has long been beloved among women—more so than any other spectator sport. Breaking into
Baseball: Women and the National Pastime upends baseball’s accepted history to at last reveal just how
involved women are, and have always been, in the American game.

Through provocative interviews and deft research, Jean Hastings Ardell devotes a detailed chapter to each of
the seven ways women participate in the game—from the stands as fans, on the field as professionals or as
amateur players, behind the plate as umpires, in the front office as executives, in the press box as
sportswriters and reporters, or in the shadows as Baseball Annies. From these revelatory vantage points,
Ardell invites overdue appreciation for the affinity and talent women bring to baseball at all levels and shows
us our national game anew.

From its ancient origins in spring fertility rituals through contemporary marketing efforts geared toward an
ever-increasing female fan base, baseball has always had a feminine side, and generations of women have
sought—and been sought after—to participate in the sport, even when doing so meant challenging the
cultural mores of their era. In that regard, women have been breaking into baseball from the very beginning.
But recent decades have witnessed great strides in legitimizing women’s roles on the diamond as players and
umpires as well as in vital management and media roles. In her thoughtfully organized and engagingly
written survey, Ardell offers a chance for sports enthusiasts and historians of both genders to better
appreciate the storied and complex relationship women have so long shared with the game and to glimpse the
future of women in baseball.

Breaking into Baseball is augmented by twenty-four illustrations and a foreword from Ila Borders, the first
woman to play more than three seasons of men’s professional baseball.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Allen:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways
to share the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
Breaking Into Baseball, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

Michael Hollinger:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Breaking Into Baseball offer you a new experience in reading a book.

Karen Bright:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to you personally is Breaking Into Baseball this reserve consist a lot of the information on the
condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some study
when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This guide Breaking Into Baseball was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading any book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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