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The picturesque town of Dreux, 60 miles west of Paris, quietly entered history in 1821, when Victor Hugo
won the hand of his beloved there. Another century and a half would pass before the town made history
again, but this time there was nothing quiet about it. In 1983, Jean-François Le Pen's National Front
candidates made a startling electoral gain in the Dreux region. Its liberal traditions had ended abruptly. With
the radical right controlling the municipal council and the deputy mayor's office, Dreux became the
forerunner of neofascist advances all across the nation. How could it happen?

A trained historian, Gaspard was born in Dreux and served as the city's socialist mayor from 1977 to 1983.
She brings this experience to bear in her study, giving us an evocative picture of the town in all its
particularity and at the same time fitting it into the broader context. Local history, collective memory,
political life, the role of personality, partisanship, and rumor, the claims of newcomers and oldtimers,
Muslims and Catholics: Gaspard sifts through these factors as she crafts a clear and rousing account of the
conditions that brought the National Front to power. Viewed amid the explosive consequences of recent
demographic and economic transformations, Dreux, with a population of about 30,000, is facing big-city
problems: class conflict, unemployment, racism. This is a book about the decline of small-town "virtues"
and, more ominously, the democratic ideal in France. With its disturbing implications for other European
nations and the United States, it could well be a parable for our time.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Wickham:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take A Small City in France as your daily resource information.

Mary Andrade:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to reading a
e-book. The book A Small City in France it is very good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended
this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this
book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The
price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping A Small City in France that give
your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit,
you may pick A Small City in France become your personal starter.

Manuel Frazier:

The book untitled A Small City in France contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read that. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in the new
time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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