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The first woman judge in the state of North Carolina and the first woman in the United States to be elected
chief justice of a state supreme court, Susie Marshall Sharp (1907-1996) broke new ground for women in the
legal profession. When she retired in 1979, she left a legacy burnished by her tireless pursuit of lucidity in
the law, honesty in judges, and humane conditions in prisons.

Anna Hayes presents Sharp's career as an attorney, distinguished judge, and politician within the context of
the social mores, the legal profession, and the political battles of her day, illuminated by a careful and
revealing examination of Sharp's family background, private life, and personality. Judge Sharp was viewed
by contemporaries as the quintessential spinster, who had sacrificed marriage and family life for a successful
career. The letters and journals she wrote throughout her life, however, reveal that Sharp led a rich private
life in which her love affairs occupied a major place, unsuspected by the public or even her closest friends
and family.

With unrestricted access to Sharp's abundant journals, papers, and notes, Anna Hayes uncovers the story of a
brilliant woman who transcended the limits of her times, who opened the way for women who followed her,
and who improved the quality of justice for the citizens of her state. Without Precedent also tells the story of
a complicated woman, at once deeply conservative and startlingly modern, whose intriguing self-
contradictions reflect the complexity of human nature.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Quintanar:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall
Sharp can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Marvin Murphy:

Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy
writer giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Without Precedent: The
Life of Susie Marshall Sharp although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Edna Spalding:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in
the outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp
why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The
inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to
pick up this book.

Jack Scala:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Without Precedent: The Life of Susie Marshall Sharp when you needed it?
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