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In today's world of constant identification checks, it's difficult to recall that there was ever a time when
"proof of identity" was not a part of everyday life. And as anyone knows who has ever lost a passport, or let
one expire on the eve of international travel, the passport has become an indispensable document. But how
and why did this form of identification take on such a crucial role?

In the first history of the passport in the United States, Craig Robertson offers an illuminating account of
how this document, above all others, came to be considered a reliable answer to the question: who are you?
Historically, the passport originated as an official letter of introduction addressed to foreign governments on
behalf of American travelers, but as Robertson shows, it became entangled in contemporary negotiations
over citizenship and other forms of identity documentation. Prior to World War I, passports were not
required to cross American borders, and while some people struggled to understand how a passport could
accurately identify a person, others took advantage of this new document to advance claims for citizenship.
From the strategic use of passport applications by freed slaves and a campaign to allow married women to
get passports in their maiden names, to the "passport nuisance" of the 1920s and the contested addition of
photographs and other identification technologies on the passport, Robertson sheds new light on issues of
individual and national identity in modern U.S. history.

In this age of heightened security, especially at international borders, Robertson's The Passport in America
provides anyone interested in questions of identification and surveillance with a richly detailed, and often
surprising, history of this uniquely important document.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Batchelder:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just
watching TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is
look different you can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can
spent 24 hours a day to reading a guide. The book The Passport in America: The History of a Document it
doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These folks were
enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
features high quality.

Jon Gomes:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared
to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be examine. The Passport in America: The History of a Document can be your answer as it can be
read by a person who have those short time problems.

Josefina Roundtree:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is The Passport in America: The History of a Document this publication consist a lot of the
information from the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some research when he makes this book. That is why this book suited all of you.

Robert Oshea:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are related
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books in the
top record in your reading list will be The Passport in America: The History of a Document. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up
and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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