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A clear and concise overview of the life and work of the immensely influential but little understood
eighteenth-century mystic-scientist Emanuel Swedenborg.

“Lachman identifies all the roles Swedenborg inhabited (spiritual thinker, psychic, scientist, inventor,
statesman, traveler, and possibly even spy) and does an exceptionally good job of suggesting why this little-
known polymath deserves more substantial critical attention.” – The Independent on Sunday (UK)

It is difficult to imagine modern Western alternative spirituality without the influence of Swedish scientist
and mystic Emanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772).  Every movement in alternative spirituality – from mental-
healing and Spiritualism to New Age mysticism and the twelve-step recovery movement – owes an
immeasurable debt to the ideas he exploded upon the Western world.

Yet Swedenborg’s work can be challenging for modern readers. His influence, everywhere at once, is
difficult to get a handle on. Now, however, Gary Lachman provides an accessible, lively, and masterful
introduction to the life and ideas of this spiritual giant.  Lachman takes us to Swedenborg’s roots as brilliant
rationalist and scientist who, well into mid-life, began to experience visions of other realms. From this point
Swedenborg produced an extraordinary range of writings based on his out-of-body experiences, in which he
related encounters with angels, other-planetary beings, and “the world of spirits.”

As Lachman explores, Swedenborg’s work opened up a radically liberal and refreshing ideal of religion. The
great mystic saw humanity, and all of nature, as phenomena emerging from the “spiritual world,” and man as
a vessel for divine influences.  This vision inspired Western seekers to see man as a product of spiritual
phenomena, and thus a being intimately connected with the cosmos. From this perspective grew bold new
ideas about channeling, spiritual healing, mystical experience, mediumship – a litany of concepts that
prefigured the revolutions in alternative and therapeutic spirituality.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Bland:

The guide untitled Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas is the reserve that recommended to
you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The language
that creator use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Juan Turgeon:

Beside this particular Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas in your phone, it can give you a
way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got
here is fresh in the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas because this book offers to your
account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read
it from at this point!

Dianna Chrisman:

This Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and Ideas is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for
some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Swedenborg: An Introduction to His Life and
Ideas can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
through anyone. These books create itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-
book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is
the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It
should be here for you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Diane Merryman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that question was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update concerning something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Swedenborg: An
Introduction to His Life and Ideas.
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