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A new look at George Caleb Bingham’s iconic river paintings and his creative process in making them

George Caleb Bingham (1811–1879) moved to Missouri as a child and began painting the scenes of Missouri
life for which he is now famous in the 1840s. Navigating the West explores how Bingham’s iconic river
paintings reveal the cultural and economic significance of the massive Mississippi and Missouri waterways
to mid-19th-century society. Focusing on the artist’s working methods and preparatory drawings, the book
also explores Bingham’s representations of people and places and situates these images in a dialogue with
other contemporary depictions of the region. Of particular note are two landmark essays investigating
Bingham’s creative process through comparisons of infrared images of 17 of his paintings with both his
preparatory drawings and the completed works, casting new light on his previously understudied process.
Technical analysis of the artist’s lauded masterpiece, Fur Traders Descending the Missouri, reveals
Bingham’s considerable revisions to the painting. In the concluding essay, the 20th-century revival of the
artist’s work is discussed within the context of American Regionalism and in light of a shifting sequence of
narratives about the nation’s past and future.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Siller:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you should have this Navigating the West: George Caleb Bingham and the
River.

Stephen Wilson:

This Navigating the West: George Caleb Bingham and the River tend to be reliable for you who want to be
described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Navigating the West: George Caleb Bingham
and the River can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your before knowledge. This book is
usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed ones.
Beside that this Navigating the West: George Caleb Bingham and the River giving you an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Ricardo Hayward:

Precisely why? Because this Navigating the West: George Caleb Bingham and the River is an unordinary
book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your proficiency and your
critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve
store hurriedly.

Ernest Nunez:

Navigating the West: George Caleb Bingham and the River can be one of your basic books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Navigating the
West: George Caleb Bingham and the River yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in



addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial thinking.
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