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“We saw the lightning and that was the guns; and then we heard the thunder and that was the big guns; and
then we heard the rain falling and that was the blood falling; and when we came to get in the crops, it was
dead men that we reaped.” -Harriet Tubman

In five years, Jesmyn Ward lost five young men in her life-to drugs, accidents, suicide, and the bad luck that
can follow people who live in poverty, particularly black men. Dealing with these losses, one after another,
made Jesmyn ask the question: Why? And as she began to write about the experience of living through all
the dying, she realized the truth-and it took her breath away. Her brother and her friends all died because of
who they were and where they were from, because they lived with a history of racism and economic struggle
that fostered drug addiction and the dissolution of family and relationships. Jesmyn says the answer was so
obvious she felt stupid for not seeing it. But it nagged at her until she knew she had to write about her
community, to write their stories and her own.

Jesmyn grew up in poverty in rural Mississippi. She writes powerfully about the pressures this brings, on the
men who can do no right and the women who stand in for family in a society where the men are often absent.
She bravely tells her story, revisiting the agonizing losses of her only brother and her friends. As the sole
member of her family to leave home and pursue higher education, she writes about this parallel American
universe with the objectivity distance provides and the intimacy of utter familiarity. A brutal world rendered
beautifully, Jesmyn Ward's memoir will sit comfortably alongside Edwidge Danticat's Brother, I'm Dying,
Tobias Wolff's This Boy's Life, and Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Rucks:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than other is high. To
suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Men We Reaped: A Memoir book as
beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

John Warner:

Exactly why? Because this Men We Reaped: A Memoir is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book next to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such awesome way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of gains
than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Thomas Krieg:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled Men
We Reaped: A Memoir your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that
maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a e-book then
become one contact form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The Men We
Reaped: A Memoir giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving
you useful facts for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Raymond Dixon:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Men We Reaped: A Memoir can be the
answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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