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American composer Louise Talma (1906-1996) was the first female winner of two back-to-back
Guggenheim Awards (1946, 1947), the first American woman to have an opera premiered in Europe (1962),
the first female winner of the Sibelius Award for Composition (1963), and the first woman composer elected
to the American Academy and Institute of Arts and Letters (1974). This book analyses Talma’s works in the
context of her life, focusing on the effects on her work of two major changes she made during her adult life:
her conversion to Catholicism as an adult, under the guidance of Nadia Boulanger, and her adoption of serial
compositional techniques. Employing approaches from traditional musical analysis, feminist and queer
musicology, and women’s autobiographical theory to examine Talma’s body of works, comprising some
eighty pieces, this is the first full-length study of this pioneering composer. Exploring Talma’s compositional
language, text-setting practices, and the incorporation of autobiographical elements into her works using her
own letters, sketches, and scores, as well as a number of other relevant documents, this book positions
Talma’s contributions to serial and atonal music in the United States, considers her role as a woman
composer during the twentieth century, and evaluates the legacy of her works and career in American music.
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From reader reviews:

Enrique Myers:

This Louise Talma: A Life in Composition book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will
get. This Louise Talma: A Life in Composition without we realize teach the one who studying it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Louise Talma: A Life in Composition can
bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even phone. This Louise Talma: A Life in Composition having good arrangement in
word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Daniel Nelson:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the extra time or they
will get large amount of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is definitely Louise Talma: A Life in Composition.

Marilyn Perez:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Louise Talma: A Life in Composition can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by
reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Betty Peoples:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and
also native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Louise Talma: A Life in Composition we can take more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this book Louise Talma: A Life in
Composition. You can more desirable than now.
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