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Reconstructs the formative debates concerning ritual purity in Islamic law and practice.

Ritual purity is one of the least understood aspects of Islamic law and practice, yet it enjoys a prominent
place in traditional legal texts and permeates the daily life of ordinary believers. Body of Text examines the
emergence and crystallization of the law of ritual purity, using early sources to reconstruct the formative
debates among Muslim scholars. The lively interaction among legal theorizing, caliphal politics, and popular
practice illustrates the formation of the law, because as scholars strove for synthesis, they advanced
competing understandings of the underlying structure and meaning of ritual purity. Katz demonstrates that no
single theory can adequately interpret the diversity of opinion within the tradition.

“…recommend[ed] … for those who are looking for a path into the sources of and the debates about
formative Islam and law.” — Journal of the American Oriental Society

“For too long Islamic law has been seen by academics as a body of esoteric lore discernible only to the
initiated. Katz masterfully positions a detailed and technical subject—early Islamic ritual law—within the
broader context of comparative religions. This book will be the starting point for any future work on the
subject.” — Paul M. Cobb, University of Notre Dame, author of White Banners: Contention in 'Abbasid
Syria, 750–880

“Katz breaks new ground in the field of Islamic law. This is the first book to thoroughly examine the
classical Islamic-law works as well as the works of Western anthropologists on matters of ritual purity.” —
Farhat J. Ziadeh, author of Property Law in the Arab World
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From reader reviews:

Martha Wilson:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny
Series in Medieval Middle East History). Try to face the book Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni
Law of Ritual Purity (Suny Series in Medieval Middle East History) as your friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you much more confidence because you can know
almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Nava:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer can be Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity (Suny
Series in Medieval Middle East History) why because the great cover that make you consider concerning the
content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or
perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Levi Ryan:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended for your requirements is Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity
(Suny Series in Medieval Middle East History) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of
this world now. This book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some exploration when
he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.

Barbara Guevara:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide Body of Text: The Emergence of the Sunni Law of Ritual Purity
(Suny Series in Medieval Middle East History) was filled in relation to science. Spend your extra time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they



reading the book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a publication. In
the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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