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Drawing on philosophical and psychoanalytic methods of interpretation, Richard Kuhns explores modern
transformations of an ancient poetic genre, tragedy. Recognition of the philosophical problems addressed in
tragedy, and of their presence up through eighteenth- and nineteenth-century philosophical texts, novels, and
poetry, establishes a continuity between classical and modern enactments. Psychoanalytic theory in both its
original formulations and post-Freud developments provides a means to enlarge upon and inform
philosophical analyses that have dominated modern discussions.

From Aeschylus' classic drama The Persians to the hidden tragic themes in The Merchant of Venice, from
the aesthetic writings of Kant to Kleist's narrative Michael Kohlhaas, Kuhns traces the writing and rewriting
of the themes of ancient tragedy through modern texts. A culture's concept of fate, Kuhns argues, evolves
along with its concepts and forms of tragedy. Examining the deep philosophical concerns of tragedy, he
shows how the genre has changed from loss and mourning to contradiction and repression. He sees the fact
that tragedy went underground during the optimism of the Enlightenment as a repression that continues into
the American consciousness. Turning to Melville's The Confidence Man as an example of Old World despair
giving way to New World nihilism, Kuhns indicates how psychoanalytic understanding of tragedy provides a
method of interpretation that illuminates the continuous tradition from the ancient to the modern world. The
study concludes with reflections on the poetry of Walt Whitman and Emily Dickinson. Each poet's
celebration of the body, and the contribution of the senses to reason, perception, and poetic intuition, is seen
as an embodiment of the modern tragic sensibility.
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From reader reviews:

Micah Stahlman:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Tragedy: Contradiction and Repression is
our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and
want in this era.

Pierre Taylor:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Tragedy:
Contradiction and Repression suitable to you? The actual book was written by well known writer in this era.
The actual book untitled Tragedy: Contradiction and Repressionis the main of several books that will
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lots
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sandra Lowe:

Often the book Tragedy: Contradiction and Repression has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some
research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after
scanning this book.

Ryan Parker:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. That Tragedy: Contradiction and Repression can give you a lot of
close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have Tragedy: Contradiction and Repression.
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