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Despite all the headlines about Bernard Madoff, who pleaded guilty to running a $65 billion Ponzi scheme,
he is still shrouded in mystery. Why (and when) did he turn his legitimate business into a massive fraud?
How did he fool so many smart investors for so long? Who among his family and employees knew the truth?

The best person to answer these questions—and tell the full story of Madoff's rise and fall—is Erin
Arvedlund. In early 2001, she was suspicious of the amazing returns of Madoff's hedge fund, which no one
could explain. Her article in Barron's, based on more than one hundred interviews, could have prevented a
lot of misery, had the SEC followed up.

But almost no one was willing to believe anything bad about "Uncle Bernie"—so nice, so humble, so
generous to charities. As Arvedlund shows, Madoff was no ordinary liar, but a master of the type of lies
people really wanted to believe. He kept his clients at a distance and allowed handsomely paid friends to
solicit new ones for him; playing hard to get created an irresistible mystique.

Now, Arvedlund tackles the tough questions that are still unanswered in the wake of Madoff's collapse:

Did he start off as a legitimate money manager or was he a fraud from the beginning? Were there indications
of larceny at the very start of his career?
Why did Madoff's biggest supporters within the industry, such as Walter Noel of Fairfield Greenwich and
Ezra Merkin of Gabriel Capital, ignore the warning signs that were so apparent? Did they choose to remain
ignorant as long as their commissions rolled in?
Why did SEC investigations fail to catch Madoff's Ponzi scheme even though several people had voiced
concerns about his operation?
Who else helped Madoff carry out his scam? His family and close associates have denied any involvement,
but was it possible for one man to engineer a heist of such scope?

With her keen investigative eye, Arvedlund presents a sweeping narrative of Madoff's career—from his
youth in Queens, New York, to his early days working for his father-in-law, to his time as chairman of the
NASDAQ exchange, and finally to infamy as the world's most notorious swindler. She offers a riveting
glimpse of Madoff the man—an indifferent student with little ambition who transformed himself into a star
with a talent for trading, a reputation for innovation, and an unmistakably erratic nature.

Readers will be fascinated by Arvedlund's portrayal of Madoff, his empire, and all those who never
considered that he might be too good to be true.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this Too Good to Be True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie Madoff.

James Moore:

The book Too Good to Be True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie Madoff give you a sense of feeling enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Too
Good to Be True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie Madoff to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like start and read a reserve Too Good to Be True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie
Madoff. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So ,
how do you think about this reserve?

Clarine Davidson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of guide
you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want truly feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Too Good to Be True: The Rise and Fall
of Bernie Madoff is kind of reserve which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Eric Kyler:

The publication with title Too Good to Be True: The Rise and Fall of Bernie Madoff contains a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you in new era
of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the item
anywhere you want.
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