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With the Pulitzer Prize–winning The Looming Tower, Lawrence Wright became generally acknowledged as
one of our major journalists writing on terrorism in the Middle East. Here, in ten powerful pieces first
published in The New Yorker, he recalls the path that terror in the Middle East has taken, from the rise of al-
Qaeda in the 1990s to the recent beheadings of reporters and aid workers by ISIS.

The Terror Years draws on several articles he wrote while researching The Looming Tower, as well as many
that he’s written since, following where and how al-Qaeda and its core cultlike beliefs have morphed and
spread. They include a portrait of the “man behind bin Laden,” Ayman al-Zawahiri, and the tumultuous
Egypt he helped spawn; an indelible impression of Saudi Arabia, a kingdom of silence under the control of
the religious police; the Syrian film industry, at the time compliant at the edges but already exuding a feeling
of the barely masked fury that erupted into civil war; the 2006–11 Israeli-Palestinian conflict in Gaza, a
study in the disparate value of human lives. Other chapters examine al-Qaeda as it forms a master plan for its
future, experiences a rebellion from within the organization, and spins off a growing web of worldwide
terror. The American response is covered in profiles of two FBI agents and the head of the intelligence
community. The book ends with a devastating piece about the capture and slaying by ISIS of four American
journalists and aid workers, and our government’s failed response.
 
On the fifteenth anniversary of 9/11, The Terror Years is at once a unifying recollection of the roots of
contemporary Middle Eastern terrorism, a study of how it has grown and metastasized, and, in the scary and
moving epilogue, a cautionary tale of where terrorism might take us yet. 

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Baker:

The book The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like a
book The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State has simple
shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open
up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Geneva Richardson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how
the people do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this The
Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a publication.

Brandon Phelan:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to
the Islamic State that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person
but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State become your own
personal starter.

Santiago Bronson:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to
the Islamic State or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the great a
book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially.



Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science book, any
other book likes The Terror Years: From al-Qaeda to the Islamic State to make your spare time much more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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