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In this critical volume Flora Gonzalez Mandri

provides a comprehensive reading of the narrative works of Jose Donoso, Chile's most prominent novelist. A
respected member of the Latin American Boom, his international reputation was established in 1970

with publication of The Obscene Bird of Night. While Donoso has long been canonized as one of the
preeminent Latin American narrators, and translations of his novels and short prose have been available for
some time, there has been no book-length study of his work in English until now.

Gonzalez Mandri focuses on Donoso's novels

and novellas from the 1950s through today, including Coronation (1957), A House in the Country (1978),
The Garden Next Door (1981), and "Taratuta" (1990). She concentrates particularly on questions of space
and perspective within the theatrical-novelistic world he creates, considering the "house" in Donoso's fiction-
the family home, brothel, convent, or apartment-as theater. The doors and windows of his houses act as
frames for dramatic scenes within which

he directs the movements of his subjects for his audience.

This volume examines the multiple narrative

perspectives Donoso presents and traces a

transformation in Donoso's works from complex stage performance to political forum. Studying fiction as
grotesque, mannered theater or as a transparent screen through which social and political concerns are
scrutinized, Gonzalez Mandri illuminates another constant in Donoso's work: a weaving of feminine and
masculine aspects of artistic voice as they incorporate the idioms of drama, radio, film, and television.

Using the cultural theories of Bakhtin and Foucault and the seminal studies of theatricality by Peter Brooks
and Barbara Freedman, Gonzalez Mandri explores Donoso's complete novelistic works to date,

placing him at the crux of Latin American postmodern production. Her sensitive readings of his novels
provide access to the first-time reader of Donoso at the same time that they require experts to reconsider
foregone conclusions, particularly concerning issues of gender, genre, and social perspective.
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From reader reviews:

Thelma Scott:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This José Donoso's House of Fiction: A Dramatic
Construction of Time and Place (Latin American Literature Series) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Robert Marshall:

The particular book José Donoso's House of Fiction: A Dramatic Construction of Time and Place (Latin
American Literature Series) has a lot of information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot
of profit. The book was published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research just before
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.

Jennifer Smith:

This José Donoso's House of Fiction: A Dramatic Construction of Time and Place (Latin American
Literature Series) is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who all
always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts
accurately using great organize word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the
idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but
tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having José Donoso's House of Fiction: A
Dramatic Construction of Time and Place (Latin American Literature Series) in your hand like getting the
world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs.
occupied do you still doubt this?

Joan Hanson:

Beside this José Donoso's House of Fiction: A Dramatic Construction of Time and Place (Latin American
Literature Series) in your phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have José Donoso's House of Fiction: A
Dramatic Construction of Time and Place (Latin American Literature Series) because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you often have book but you rarely get what it's facts concerning. Oh
come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book as
well as read it from at this point!
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