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The lowland sheep of Holland bore many of the characteristics of the English. The compact, short-limbed,
heavy-fleeced animal of recent improvement was not then in existence, whether English or Spanish. They
were small, agile, wild, slow in maturing, and their flesh was not highly esteemed as food.

While sheep have been bred in this country for more than two hundred and fifty years, it is only within the
present century that improved breeds have been introduced, with the exception of isolated cases of partially-
improved animals, as the original Leicesters (Bakewells) of President Washington, and the Merinos imported
by Mr. William Foster, of Boston, who gave them to a gentleman to keep, by whom they were "kept" and
eaten! In 1801 four Spanish rams were embarked for the United States by M. Dupont de Nemours, chief of a
French commission to select sheep in Spain under the treaty of Basle, and a banker named Delessert, but
only one lived to reach New York. It went to Delaware, and was used effectively in producing valuable
grades. Yet the founding of the improvement which ultimately produced the American Merino bears the date
of 1802, when our minister to France, Mr. Livingston, sent home two pairs of French Merinos (originally
Spanish Merinos which had been modified by a course of breeding) from the imperial flock at Chalons. In
the same year our minister to Spain, Colonel Humphreys, brought home with him 21 rams and 70 ewes from
the best flocks of the fine-wools of Spain. From these and subsequent importations, aided by three-fourths of
a century of skillful breeding, came the best race of Merinos now extant, which has modified, in greater or
less degree, more than nine-tenths of the flocks of the country, changing the natives or scrubs of different
origin into Merino grades, doubling the weight and value per pound of their fleeces, and transmuting fibers
little better than the carpet-wools of nomadic sheep-husbandry into the fine and soft material for clothing
fabrics and the longer staple of Merino combing.

The improvement was rapid. In 1810 one of Mr. Livingston's yearling rams weighed 145 pounds and bore a
fleece of 11 pounds 11 ounces; and his full-blood ewes averaged fleeces of 5 pounds 13 ounces, 60 percent.
more than his best common ewes, and the maximum weight was 8 pounds 12 ounces, while the first cross
made an improvement amounting to fully 50 percent.

Recent as is the improvement in this country, it is nearly as old as in Europe. Great Britain tried the Spanish
sheep, but the demand for mutton, and the necessity for worsted wool, gave impulse to progress in another
direction, upon a foundation of original Leicesters and Lincoln and Southdown blood. The first year of the
present century found that country dependent on Spain and Portugal for foreign wool; and of the meager
importation, amounting to only 8,609,368 pounds, these countries sent respectively 6,062,824, and 1,731,934
pounds, while Germany sent 412,394 pounds, and the Netherlands 141,739 pounds.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Humphrey:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever they get
because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like studying a book? Sometime,
person feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will require this
Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States: With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece
(Classic Reprint).

Robert Shelby:

With other case, little folks like to read book Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States:
With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece (Classic Reprint). You can choose the best book if you love reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a book Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the
United States: With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece (Classic Reprint). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

The book Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States: With Some Remarks on Angora
Fleece (Classic Reprint) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave the best thing like a book Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States: With
Some Remarks on Angora Fleece (Classic Reprint)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve.
But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along
with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States: With Some Remarks on Angora
Fleece (Classic Reprint) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Hazel Mercado:

This Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States: With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece
(Classic Reprint) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you have by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This specific Origin and Growth of Sheep
Husbandry in the United States: With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece (Classic Reprint) without we



understand teach the one who studying it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry
Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United States: With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece
(Classic Reprint) can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because
you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Origin and Growth of Sheep Husbandry in the United
States: With Some Remarks on Angora Fleece (Classic Reprint) having very good arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.
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