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A thousand years before Isaac Asimov set down his Three Laws of Robotics, real and imagined automata
appeared in European courts, liturgies, and literary texts. Medieval robots took such forms as talking statues,
mechanical animals, and silent metal guardians; some served to entertain or instruct while others performed
disciplinary or surveillance functions. Variously ascribed to artisanal genius, inexplicable cosmic forces, or
demonic powers, these marvelous fabrications raised fundamental questions about knowledge, nature, and
divine purpose in the Middle Ages.

Medieval Robots recovers the forgotten history of fantastical, aspirational, and terrifying machines that
captivated Europe in imagination and reality between the ninth and fourteenth centuries. E. R. Truitt traces
the different forms of self-moving or self-sustaining manufactured objects from their earliest appearances in
the Latin West through centuries of mechanical and literary invention. Chronicled in romances and song as
well as histories and encyclopedias, medieval automata were powerful cultural objects that probed the limits
of natural philosophy, illuminated and challenged definitions of life and death, and epitomized the
transformative and threatening potential of foreign knowledge and culture. This original and wide-ranging
study reveals the convergence of science, technology, and imagination in medieval culture and demonstrates
the striking similarities between medieval and modern robotic and cybernetic visions.
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From reader reviews:

Harley Fabry:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic,
Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series) book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

John Harrison:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic, Nature, and
Art (The Middle Ages Series) as the daily resource information.

Araceli Burns:

The book Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic, Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages Series) has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you
can find the point easily after looking over this book.

James Atkinson:

The reason why? Because this Medieval Robots: Mechanism, Magic, Nature, and Art (The Middle Ages
Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all
write the book in such wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach
but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or
you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book include
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that
book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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