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Few historians have contributed more to our understanding of the history of women, and women's effect on
history, than Alice Kessler-Harris. Author of the classic Out to Work, she is one of the country's leading
scholars of gender, the economy, and public policy.
In this volume, Kessler-Harris pierces the skin of arguments and legislation to grasp the preconceptions that
have shaped the experience of women: a "gendered imagination" that has defined what men and women alike
think of as fair and desirable. In this brilliant account that traces social policy from the New Deal to the
1970s, she shows how a deeply embedded set of beliefs has distorted seemingly neutral social legislation to
further limit the freedom and equality of women. Government rules generally sought to protect women from
exploitation, even from employment itself; but at the same time, they attached the most important benefits to
wage work. To be a real citizen, one must earn--and most policymakers (even female ones) assumed from
the beginning that women were not, and should not be breadwinners. Kessler-Harris traces the impact of this
gender bias in the New Deal programs of Social Security, unemployment insurance, and fair labor standards,
in Federal income tax policy, and the new discussion of women's rights that emerged after World War II.
"For generations," she writes, "American women lacked not merely the practice, but frequently the idea of
individual economic freedom." Only in the 1960s and '70s did old assumptions begin to break down--yet the
process is far from complete.
Even today, with women closer to full economic citizenship than ever before, Kessler-Harris's insights offer
a keen new understanding of the issues that dominate the headlines, from the marriage penalty in the tax
code to the glass ceiling in corporate America.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Johnson:

The ability that you get from In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in
Twentieth-Century America may be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words
the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but In Pursuit
of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America giving you
joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific In Pursuit of
Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America instantly.

Sylvester Perkins:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century
America your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a
publication then become one application form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead
of. The In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century
America giving you a different experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you useful
data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try
this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Walter Feuerstein:

In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America
can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in
Twentieth-Century America however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you
into new stage of crucial imagining.

Stephen Harvey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you



know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is In
Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America.
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