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On September 25, 1890, the Mormon prophet Wilford Woodruff publicly instructed his followers to abandon
polygamy. In doing so, he initiated a process that would fundamentally alter the Latter-day Saints and their
faith. Trading the most integral elements of their belief system for national acceptance, the Mormons
recreated themselves as model Americans.

Mary Campbell tells the story of this remarkable religious transformation in Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image. One of the church’s favorite photographers, Johnson (1857–1926) spent the 1890s
and early 1900s taking pictures of Mormonism’s most revered figures and sacred sites. At the same time, he
did a brisk business in mail-order erotica, creating and selling stereoviews that he referred to as his “spicy
pictures of girls.” Situating these images within the religious, artistic, and legal culture of turn-of-the-century
America, Campbell reveals the unexpected ways in which they worked to bring the Saints into the nation’s
mainstream after the scandal of polygamy.

Engaging, interdisciplinary, and deeply researched, Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image
demonstrates the profound role pictures played in the creation of both the modern Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the modern American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Rachel Robertson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't desire do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or
other social media.

Leticia Cantrell:

This Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image book is not ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is usually information inside this publication
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get.
This specific Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image without we comprehend teach the one
who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Charles Ellis
Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves'
turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Charles Ellis Johnson
and the Erotic Mormon Image having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Debra Davis:

The particular book Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image has a lot of knowledge on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was written by the very famous author.
Tom makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Denise Dennis:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get wide
range of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
particular book you have read is definitely Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image.
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