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To discuss the supernatural in China is "to talk of foxes and speak of ghosts." Ming and Qing China were
well populated with foxes, shape-changing creatures who transgressed the boundaries of species, gender, and
the metaphysical realm. In human form, foxes were both immoral succubi and good wives/good mothers,
both tricksters and Confucian paragons. They were the most alien yet the most common of the strange
creatures a human might encounter.

Rania Huntington investigates a conception of one kind of alien and attempts to establish the boundaries of
the human. As the most ambiguous alien in the late imperial Chinese imagination, the fox reveals which
boundaries around the human and the ordinary were most frequently violated and, therefore, most jealously
guarded.

Each section of this book traces a particular boundary violated by the fox and examines how maneuvers
across that boundary change over time: the narrative boundaries of genre and texts; domesticity and the
outside world; chaos and order; the human and the non-human; class; gender; sexual relations; and the
progression from animal to monster to transcendent. As "middle creatures," foxes were morally ambivalent,
endowed with superhuman but not quite divine powers; like humans, they occupied a middle space between
the infernal and the celestial.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Davis:

The event that you get from Alien Kind: Foxes and Late Imperial Chinese Narrative (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) is a more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Alien Kind: Foxes and Late
Imperial Chinese Narrative (Harvard East Asian Monographs) giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We suggest you for having this particular Alien Kind: Foxes and Late Imperial Chinese Narrative
(Harvard East Asian Monographs) instantly.

Richard Reardon:

Typically the book Alien Kind: Foxes and Late Imperial Chinese Narrative (Harvard East Asian
Monographs) will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Alien
Kind: Foxes and Late Imperial Chinese Narrative (Harvard East Asian Monographs) is much recommended
to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the
book.

Jill Weber:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is
this Alien Kind: Foxes and Late Imperial Chinese Narrative (Harvard East Asian Monographs).

Sandra Black:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning something by
book. Different categories of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Alien Kind:
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